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Welcome  
 

We have compiled the suggested activities for an Act of Worship each week of the Summer 
Term, 2021, with a theme, relevant Bible reading, a message, an activity and prayers plus 
suggestions for going deeper into the text and meanings. We hope you find this useful, 
inspirational and relevant. It also provides your school with a focus linked to the Church 
readings for each week. The Church of England compiles the readings over a three-year 
cycle, Years A, B and C. This programme is Church Year B. 

Thank you for using our resources and materials from The Diocese of Ely Education team. 
They can all be found on the website  http://www.elyeducation.org/main/ 

 

Introduction to the Acts of Worship Plan  

The Church of England Lectionary is divided into three years of Bible readings (Years A, B 
and C) which follow on from each other in a continuous cycle. Each new Church Year begins 
with Advent Sunday which falls at the end of November or the beginning of December, four 
Sundays before Christmas Day.  

On each Sunday three readings are designated for use: usually one from the Old Testament, 
one from the Epistles and one from the Gospels. In each of the suggested acts of collective 
worship above the author has taken one of these three designated readings as their theme 
(except when a significant Christian feast day falls on a day within that week, when the 
readings for this day may have been used instead of the Sunday readings).By using the 

http://www.elyeducation.org/main/


suggestions above regularly, your school will be able to follow the pattern of readings which 
will be taking place in your local parish church, week by week, over the whole of the 
Church’s Year. 

The dates given in the index are all Sundays. The colour is the appropriate colour of the 
Church’s year (– this will allow you to theme your hall for worship e.g. a coloured cloth for 
the worship table. Of course, you may choose to use some of the collective worship ideas at 
other times of the year, to fit in with your existing themed programme.  

The short titles beside each date will allow you to select those subjects of interest to you. 
These materials were originally devised to be stand alone. Several schools are using the 
lectionary suggestion to set their theme for the week, so we include suggestions of other 
Bible stories on a similar theme to the original reading at the bottom of each act of worship. 
These are entirely optional. 

 

  



Easter 2 Year B 

Easter 2   11/4/2021                                                      Colour: White 

Theme: Who do you believe? (Doubting Thomas) 

Bible Reading: John chapter 20 verses 19-31 

Preparation 

You will need some props and a few exciting stories about how you acquired them: “this is a 
personal gift from David Beckham”; ” I brought this back from a garden party I went to at 
Buckingham Palace”… make sure there is one true story in there, but this needs to sound as 
implausible (or more so) than the others. (You may like to involve other members of staff in 
this.) 

Introduction 

Share your exciting stories… then explain that only one is true…. Appeal to the assembly – 
which do they believe? 

The Message 

Remind the children of the recent Easter holiday and how Christians throughout the world 
have been celebrating the death and resurrection of Jesus. For the very first followers of 
Jesus the story that Jesus had risen from the dead must have been even more amazing than 
the stories you have just been listening to. They had seen Jesus crucified, and were still 
mourning his death, how could he now be alive again? 

There is one very famous story in the Bible about one of the disciples of Jesus called 
Thomas. After his resurrection Jesus came to a room where most of the disciples were 
gathered together. They were amazed to see him, but when they talked with him and 
looked at the terrible wounds in his hands and in his side where he had been crucified, they 
were absolutely certain that it was Jesus. But Thomas, one of the disciples, was missing from 
the group, and when he arrived everyone started telling him excited stories about how they 
had seen and met with Jesus. Thomas just could not understand it – he knew his friends well 
and trusted them, but the story was just so amazing he couldn’t believe it. He told them he 
couldn’t accept what they said until he saw Jesus for himself and actually touched him to 
make sure he was real. 

Thomas had to wait eight days to find out the truth. During that time all his friends must 
have been talking about Jesus, and poor Thomas must have felt left out and confused. Then 
Jesus came back to meet his friends again – and this time Thomas was there. Jesus knew 
that Thomas had doubted what the others had said, and at once he invited him to come 
over and touch him if he wanted to. Thomas didn’t need to do that, because he recognised 
Jesus at once – “My Lord and my God” he called out. The story says that Jesus said to 
Thomas: “Did you only believe in me because you have seen me? May those people be 



blessed who believe in me but haven’t seen me.” Jesus was talking about all those Christians 
who haven’t seen Jesus with their eyes but know in their hearts that he is their Lord. 

Prayer 

Almighty God, 
We thank you for the work of the Gospel writers who remembered and wrote down all the 
stories about Jesus, that even in the twenty first century people may have the opportunity 
to hear the story of his resurrection and know him in their hearts. Amen 

  

Also this week you could think about other resurrection stories, or Bible characters who had 
experienced doubt or uncertainty: Moses when God called him to save his people – Exodus 
chp 2 vs 11 – chp 3 vs 12; Jeremiah when he was called to be a prophet – Jeremiah chp 1 vss 
4-19; Jesus’ disciples caught in the storm – Mark chp 4 vss 35-41; Jesus himself in the 
Garden of Gethsemane – Mark chp 14 vss 32-42. 

 

  



 

Easter 3 18/4/2021                                                                                Colour: White 

Theme: Taking the Christian message to India 

Bible Reading: Luke chapter 24 verses 36-48 

Preparation 

A map of the world which can be marked in some way (pins?).  There is a  video tour of the 
church which stands on the site of St Thomas’ martyrdom 
at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0izjtgFX9rg 

Introduction 

Which countries in the world have you been to? Invite several members of the assembly to 
come up and stick a pin in to show where they have been that is the farthest away from 
your school. Have people in your school been to every country in the world? Pick a very 
distant country at random from the map and see if anyone has heard of it or been there 
(keep going until you find a place where nobody has been). 

The Message 

The amazing thing is that whichever country you picked on the map of the world, if you 
went there you would find that there were Christians in that country. In some countries the 
number of Christians would be very small indeed, in other countries nearly everyone you 
asked would say they are a Christian – the Christian church is everywhere! 

One of the last things Jesus said to his disciples when he was on earth was “go to every 
country in the world and preach to the people about repentance and the forgiveness of sins 
in my name”. His followers started in the city of Jerusalem, just like Jesus had told them, but 
they soon started spreading through the world, to Rome, to Africa, and eventually to 
England, to India, to everywhere. 

Remind the children of the story of Thomas (“Doubting Thomas – John chp 20 vss 19-31 – 
this would have been read in the churches the Sunday before last.) There is a very ancient 
story that Thomas took the good news about Jesus to India, and there are still Christians in 
India called the Mar Thoma church who claim to go all the way back to his teaching. These 
Christians live mainly on the west coast of southern India in the area of Malabar. St Thomas 
then went eastwards across India to where the huge city of Chennai (Madras) is nowadays 
and here he was killed by being speared to death on the “Big Hill”. He was buried on the hill, 
and you can still go and climb the hill and visit the church where he was said to have been 
killed and buried. 

It is amazing to think that people were Christians in India, even before there were Christians 
in England, and that the Indian churches go all the way back to someone who actually talked 
with Jesus! We are very fortunate in Cambridgeshire because we are linked with the Diocese 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0izjtgFX9rg


of Vellore in South India (which is just to the south west of Chennai) and so this gives us a 
very special link with this story.    Last October some of you will have heard this story if you 
came to the cathedral for one of the big schools’ days. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the Diocese of Vellore in South India, and for the strengthening of links 
between South India and ourselves.  Bishop Rajavelu of Vellore will soon retire, pray for the 
diocese as they elect their next bishop. 

There are more Vellore linked assemblies 
at http://www.elyeducation.org/main/?page_id=46 

  

http://www.elyeducation.org/main/?page_id=46


Easter 4   25.4.2021       Colour: White 

Theme: A Good Shepherd aka All about Doors 

Bible Reading: John chapter 10 verses 1-10 

Preparation 

Read the passage carefully so that you are familiar with the story and its message. Make 
three very simple paper ‘doors'(a large sheet of folded paper would do); two that open and 
simply reveal a blank sheet of paper and a third that has a hole to reveal the face of the 
child holding it. Prime a member of staff beforehand to make sure a door into the room 
where the worship is taking place is left open. 

Introduction 

Ask a pupil to close the open door and then ask them why it is a good idea to shut a door 
(e.g. people can’t get out, people who are not wanted can’t get in, safety, warmth, comfort 
etc) 

The Message 

Outline the background to Jesus’ teaching by explaining that in Jesus’ time, sheep were kept 
in enclosures that had no doors and that the shepherd himself lay across the entrance to 
the sheepfold to keep the sheep in and any predators out. This could be dramatically 
presented by several children joining hands to be the walls of the sheepfold and some 
others to act as the sheep and one as the shepherd. 

Ask the children what the shepherd was acting as (the door) and how this showed he cared 
for his sheep. Explain that Jesus taught that he is like the door of the sheepfold and we are 
like his sheep; that is, he cares for us and looks after us. 

But also, doors can open. Ask three pupils to hold the paper doors and choose three pupils 
to open them in turn. (Make sure that you end with the right one!) Point out that only one 
door leads to the place that they should be. Jesus taught that he is the door because he 
leads us to the place where we should all be; that is, with God. 

Prayer 

Perhaps begin with some quiet reflection about the times when we have been like a closed 
door to those who have needed our time, our care and our friendship. 

Good Shepherd, thank you for caring for us. 
Help us to follow you and be open to all that is good and loving 
and closed to all that is unkind and selfish. Amen. 

Taking the theme further this week, you could think of other stories of caring people e.g. 
Ruth and her support of Naomi; Moses being saved as a baby by his family Exodus 1.8 -2.10; 
prayer and God caring for you Mtt 7.7-12; parable of the lost sheep Lk 15.3  



Easter 5   2.5.2021      Colour: White 

Theme: All about plants 

BIBLE READING: John 15 verses 1-8 

Preparation 

Use some pots of growing plants as examples. Try to get them at different stages of 
development. Illustrations of vines can also be used. 

Introduction 

Read the passage from John and talk about how plants take sustenance from the earth and 
from the sunlight, in order to grow and prosper, and to be of use to people. They cannot 
grow in the dark nor must they be starved of input. Plants can be either useful as food or 
ornamental as flowers. Whatever we grow them for they need to be nurtured and tended 
carefully. Plants may lean on each other while they are growing but they do not fight or 
bully the other plants around them (unless they are jostling for space). In order to make the 
plant most fruitful, we cut away any deadwood, to give a better chance to the rest. 

The Message 

Children are very similar in that they need input from home, school and friends in order to 
grow into good citizens. Different children grow up into different adults and “serve different 
purposes”. We can grow up into fruitful lives by removing any ‘deadwood’ or errors that we 
make, or we can run wild until society cuts us down to make room for ‘better’ people. 

Jesus said that we are part of him, we are the branches of his vine. Life can be made easier if 
we remember that and behave as part of God’s creation. Where do we get our sustenance 
from? Are we growing good fruit? 

Prayer 

O, God, whose Son Jesus Christ cared for the welfare of everyone and went about doing 
good; grant us the ability and desire to create in our school and our community a loving and 
kind society; and help us to realise that we are part of God’s great design for the world. 
Grant this, O Lord, through the spirit of your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

  

Also, this week there are other Biblical illustrations of how a life should be built / rooted: the 
builders – Luke chp 6 vss 47-49; the actions of the sheep and the goats – Matthew chp 25 
vss 31-36; Psalm 1  

  



Easter 6     9.5.2021      Colour: White 

Theme: There’s a difference between friends and servants 

Bible Reading: John chapter 15 verses 9-17 

Preparation 

A chart or OHP with the two columns “Friends” and “Servants”. Any items for the role play? 

Introduction 

Would you like to have servants to look after you all the time? (Oops is that a Mum?) What 
would it be like to be a pop star and have people running around after you getting you 
everything you wanted? Would any of you like to try it? Invite one of your extrovert pupils 
up to be the pop star master and a few of their friends to be their servants – give them a 
chance to role play ordering their servants around. At the end ask the “servants” for some 
words to describe what it felt like to be a servant and put these on the list. 

The Message 

If you give people a choice, I think most of them would rather be a master than a servant, it 
looks much more fun doesn’t it? When Jesus was on earth, he had twelve special followers 
called disciples, they weren’t exactly his servants, but they followed Jesus and followed his 
instructions. 

One day Jesus had something very special to say to them – he said that they must not think 
of themselves as his servants, they were his friends. What do you think is the difference 
between a servant and a friend? Fill in the chart with some suggestions. 

Jesus said that the difference was that servants did not know exactly what their master was 
doing, but friends talk to each other and tell each other everything. He promised the 
disciples that he had told them everything because he had brought them the true message 
from God. Because Jesus treated the disciples as his friends it means that anyone else who 
wants to can be a friend of Jesus and God too, because the disciples shared their memories 
of all that Jesus said and did and they were written down in the Gospels in the Bible for later 
people to read. And ever since that time, for 2,000 years, people have been finding out 
about Jesus and becoming his friend. Those friends are called Christians, and they also try to 
be like their friend Jesus in the way they act and behave, and they chat to Jesus in prayer. 
Being a friend of Jesus also means that they will be working with him on very special 
missions in helping other people and sharing God’s message too. Being a friend of Jesus is 
both an honour and a responsibility. 

Prayer 

Thank you, Lord, that you love us and call us your friends. help us to live up to that honour 
and to act in such a way that other people will know what a good thing it is to be a friend of 
Jesus. Amen 



Also, this week look at what the friends of Jesus went on to do – use the first chapters of 
Acts and use a saints dictionary to find out the stories of the disciples / apostles. 

  



Pentecost: 16.5.2021       Colour: Red 

Reading: Acts chapter 2 verses 1-21 

Theme: The Big Birthday Party 

Preparation 

If you normally use something special to celebrate birthdays in assemblies, bring that out. If 
not, some visual symbol such as a cake with candles or a large birthday card is needed. You 
may want to set the party mood even more with a few balloons and party poppers! 

You may like to tell the story of the Day of Pentecost in an imaginative way, perhaps with 
drama, in which case you will need to prepare some volunteers first. If you have any CDs 
with appropriate wind and fire noises, then these can be used too.   

Prepare a slide with greetings in other languages e.g. bonjour, shalom, salaam, namaste, 
Buenos dias, gutentag, ciaeo (pronounce chow), buon giorno. 

Introduction 

Has anyone got a birthday on 20th May? If they have, then this year they share their birthday 
with something (not someone) very old which can be found in every country of the world. 
Can you guess what that something might be? It’s the Church, and every year, exactly fifty 
days after Easter, Christians all over the world celebrate the Church’s birthday. 

The Message 

Let’s hear the story of how the Church was born: 

Recap how Jesus has risen from the dead and has shown himself to his disciples on several 
occasions. After 40 days, or nearly six weeks, he leaves them again to return to heaven, but 
not before he has asked them to go and tell other people about him. (This was remembered 
on Ascension Day on Thursday 10th May – if you celebrated then, ask the pupils about 
it.) Jesus also gives them a promise that even though he cannot be with them any more as a 
person to help them do this, he will send the Holy Spirit to be with them. 

The disciples are puzzled – what does Jesus mean? They gather together in a room in 
Jerusalem and wait for Jesus to keep this promise. Nothing seems to happen, even though 
about 120 of Jesus’ followers are praying! How is the Holy Spirit going to come, and when? 
Why do they have to keep waiting? How do you think they feel? Frightened, anxious, or just 
curious? 

Retell the story of the events in the upper room in Acts chapter 2 verses 1-21. You may do 
this as a story, accompanied perhaps by mime with children representing the tongues of fire 
and rushing wind that settle on the disciples. You could also include sound effects, asking 
the assembly to make the noise of the rushing wind or the crackle of flames at appropriate 
points – fill you own hall with the sound of wind and fire! 



Remember to include in your story the information that the wind and fire was no ordinary 
wind and fire, but visual representations of God’s special gift of the Holy Spirit being given 
to the disciples. 

When they went outside the disciples found they were able to speak to the foreign visitors 
round about in their own languages. Much to everyone’s surprise. What did that feel like? 
Put up the slide of the different greetings and try them out with the children. Then ask the 
children to pick the one they like best and to say it out loud together – you should get a 
suitable Pentecost babble! 

Nowadays the Christian message is talked about in hundreds more languages than these. 

From this small beginning in the Upper Room the Church began to grow bigger and bigger as 
more and more people came to know about Jesus – just as you grow bigger and bigger by 
each birthday! 

Now celebrate together the Church’s birthday with your cake and candles etc. Don’t forget a 
rousing chorus of “Happy Birthday” too! 

Prayer 

Pray for Christians throughout the world who make up the Church today, some of whom will 
be living in very difficult situations, including being persecuted for their faith 

Taking the theme further this week you could: look at some more stories of the earliest days 
of the Church e.g: living together as a community Acts 4.32-37; Stephen chosen as a deacon 
and his execution by the authorities Acts 6 & 7; the first non-Jews join the Church Acts 10; 
Peter’s escape from prison Acts 12 

  



 

Easter 7 23.5.2021       Colour: White 

Theme: – I like to be liked 
 
Bible reading: John chapter 17 verses 6-19 especially verses 14-17 
 
Preparation 
You could have some moral questions ready on the screen or posters if you wished (see 
Introduction) 

Introduction 
Begin by asking pupils to vote by show of hands what they would do in a number of moral 
situations e.g. 

• If you found a pound coin in the playground would you hand it in or keep it? 
• If you saw a younger child being bullied by your best friend would you stop them, join 

in, or report them? 
• If your sister said she didn’t want anyone to read her secret diary, would you leave it 

alone, or read it on purpose? 
Here’s a story about someone who had a difficult moral decision to make: 

The Message 
Craig was having a difficult time at his new school – he really hadn’t made any proper 
friends yet, and he was feeling very lonely, especially at break times and lunchtimes when 
he went out into the playground and nobody seemed to want to play with him. 

Craig’s teacher, Mr Howard, decided to try and help him out. He had a quiet word with 
Jamie, who sat next to Craig in class, and asked him to invite Craig to play with him and his 
friends. 

“He’s not settled down yet” said Mr Howard, “just think how difficult it must be to move 
hundreds of miles from your old home and start all over again in a strange new school.” 

Jamie agreed to help, and the next lunch time Craig was delighted to be asked to join in the 
game of football that was going on the field. 

Craig soon found out that Jamie and his new friends played a very tough game of football. 

“Kick him in the ankle”, hissed Rocky, as Craig went to tackle the other team’s striker. 

“Why didn’t you trip him up?” screamed Jack, when Craig let a player outrun him. 

And then Craig watched in horror as Jamie and Rocky squashed the other team’s goalie 
between them while the ball trickled over the goal line. The goalie sat on the ground 
groaning and massaging his bruised shin. 

That evening Craig was still wondering what he should do tomorrow lunch time when 
another football game had been planned. 



“I wish it would pour with rain tomorrow” he told his dog Crackers, then I could get out of 
the game.” 

Crackers growled at the thought of rain. 

“It’s not that I’m afraid of getting hurt” said Craig, “or maybe just a bit, but I don’t think it’s 
right to be so nasty when you are playing football. It’s against all the rules. Proper football 
shouldn’t be like that!” 

The next day was just as bad; and whenever Craig got near the ball his team mates were 
screeching at him to hurt his opponent: “trip him”, “belt him one”, “thump him you idiot” 
came the calls. Craig tried to play his best and he tried to play properly, but it was hard to 
ignore all the yelling and screaming that was coming his way. 

At the end of the game Jamie came up to Craig. 

“Listen, stupid” he said “I only asked you to play with us because Mr Howard told me to. But 
we don’t want you on our side unless you play properly.” 

Craig drew a deep breath. 

“I think I am playing properly” he said “I’m playing exactly as I was taught at my old school. 
I’m playing fairly and I’m playing safely. I don’t think it’s right to be so mean and vicious, it’s 
not sportsmanlike.” 

“Suit yourself” snapped Jamie “just don’t expect to play with us again.” 

That evening Craig took Crackers for his walk in the park. He stopped to watch a few boys 
kicking a ball around. Craig recognised them as neighbours, although they didn’t go to his 
school. Crackers barked with excitement as he saw the football and set off on a wild chase, 
dragging Craig off his feet. The footballers laughed as Craig picked himself out of the mud. 

“Do you want to join us?” one of them called “We’re just having fun, the dog can play as 
well!” 

“That’s more like it” Craig thought “This is where I belong” 

Ask the assembly what they would have done in Craig’s place. Would they have played 
properly as he had done, or do they think they might have joined in with all their new 
friends and adopted unfair tactics? The key question here, is whether they would have stuck 
to their beliefs of what was right, even if it made them unpopular. 

Although this was a story about football it reminds us of what it is like to be a Christian. 
Sometimes Christians will be put in situations where they are expected to do something 
which they believe to be wrong, and they may have to decide between following God, or 
being popular with their friends. Ask the pupils if they can think of occasions when this 
might be the case. 



Sometimes Christians have had to make very serious choices indeed and have ended up 
being killed for following their beliefs in God instead of doing what powerful people have 
ordered them to do. Some of these people were later called saints. 

Prayer 
Pray that we may have the courage to always do what we know to be right, even if it is 
difficult. 

Also, this week: look at some other stories of bravery: Daniel in the lion’s den; the three 
men in the fiery furnace (also in Daniel); Paul and Silas in prison – Acts chp 16 
 
 
  



Trinity 1 7.6.2021      Colour: Green 
 
Bible Reading: II Corinthians chp 4 vs 13 – chp 5 vs 1 
 
Theme: Why can’t I see it? 
 
Preparation 
You need to be ready to demonstrate things that cannot be seen but which we know are 
there e.g. gravity, the wind blowing, magnetism- these can be demonstrated with things like 
dropping stones or blowing feathers with hand pumps (or even one’s own breath). 
Introduction 
Invite different children up to perform tasks related to the different items you have 
collected. Give the children a challenge to work out how all these things are linked – the 
thinking is that you cannot see why things happen as they do, because you cannot see 
anything pushing or grabbing the objects etc. You do know, however, that something like 
gravity always works in the same way e.g get ten children up to demonstrate dropping a 
stone and count how many times it drops upwards… without intervention of course! 
The Message 
In his letters, which are now in the Bible, Paul had the difficult task of explaining to people 
that he was preaching to them about something they couldn’t touch or see but which he 
knew was there – just like gravity. He was telling them about God and Jesus, about heaven 
and faith, but although he knew and believed in his heart all these things were there, he 
couldn’t just get them out and show them to people, just like you can’t pick up a piece of 
the wind and give it to me. This is why some of Paul’s letters seem so difficult to understand 
to us – you have to believe what he says, and then if you become a Christian you will know 
in your heart what he says is true, because you will feel it too. 
This is why some people find being a Christian very difficult – they say “show it to me”… and 
Christians can’t – but they can believe it, and show how believing affects the way people 
talk and think and act. 
 
Prayer 
Dear Lord, 
Sometimes we find it difficult to understand the teaching about You and about Jesus. Help 
us not to give up because things aren’t simple straight away, but to persevere in looking and 
thinking and asking questions. Amen. 
Also this week – there are so many stories and verses about faith that could be used, e.g: 
Jesus and the temptation to act in the wrong way so that people would follow him more 
readily – Matthew chp 4 vss 1-11; the parable of the sower – Matthew chp 13 vss 1-23; 
fighting the good fight – I Timothy chp 6 vss11f; running the race – I Corinthians chp 9 vss24-
27 
  
 
  



Trinity 2 14.6.21       Colour:Green 
 
Theme: What a joke! 
 
Bible Reading 
Genesis 18:1-15 & 21:1-7 
 
Preparation 
In the Introduction you are thinking about jokes so you need to either have some available 
(e.g. a whoopee cushion or similar) or have someone prepared to tell a joke – you will know 
who the stand-up comedians are amongst your pupils! There might be a bit of slapstick 
humour on a video you could show – whatever you have available. 
Introduction 
Start with your joke. Hopefully it will raise a laugh! 
Most people love jokes, don’t they? Has anyone else got a really good joke that they think 
will make everyone here laugh? Hear a couple. 
The Message 
Our story today is about someone who heard the biggest joke of her whole life 
and laughed so much that she got told off! 
The lady’s name was Sarah. Sarah was very old. She had not got any children, and she knew 
that she was now too old to have any. She had got used to it, but it made her sad because 
she had always wanted her own baby. 
Sarah and her husband Abraham were nomads, this meant they lived in tents and move 
from place to place with their sheep and goats. They liked having visitors, and if they saw 
any travellers passing their way they would invite them to stop and have a rest and give 
them a meal. One day three men came past and Abraham invited them to stop, just like he 
always did. Sarah rushed around cooking a nice meal for everyone, but suddenly she heard 
what the strangers were saying to her husband Abraham. One of the visitors was saying that 
next year Sarah would have a baby boy! Sarah thought this was just so funny! She laughed 
and laughed until great big tears were rolling down her cheeks. How on earth could she 
have a baby now ? It was far too late in her life for this to happen! 
Outside the tent the men could hear Sarah laughing away. “Is she laughing at us?” said the 
visitors. “No, no” said Sarah quickly, because she didn’t want to upset them, ” I wasn’t 
laughing at all”. “You were laughing” they said, “but, you wait, what we have said will come 
true, because it is a message from God”. 
Sarah and Abraham must have talked about their strange visitors many times over the next 
few months, especially when, next Spring, Sarah realised she really was pregnant. When her 
baby boy was born Sarah was so happy that she felt she would laugh forever. So Abraham 
and Sarah decided they must call their son “Laughter”, which in their language was “Isaac”, 
just to remind them forever of the wonderful great joke that God had played on them. 
Abraham and Sarah had leant that even things that seemed impossible were not too hard 
for God to do! 
Prayer 
Give thanks for all the things we can enjoy together and for the fun and laughter we can 
share. 
 
  



Trinity 3   21.6,2021       Colour: Green 
 
 Theme: Anyone can make a difference 
 
Bible Reading 
 
1 Samuel 17:1a 4-11, 19-23,32-49 

Preparation 
Collect a few newspapers with suitable stories/headlines, local and national. Find a map of 
the world and, if possible, the solar system. 

Introduction 
The story of David and Goliath lends itself to a dramatic re-telling with the teacher as 
narrator. Avoid too much historical detail as this will detract from the message of the 
worship. 

Read out a few newspaper headlines which outline some of people’s/world problems. Show 
them how small Great Britain/the place where they live is in comparison to the world and 
how small the earth is in comparison to the solar system. 

Explain that sometimes it is easy to feel very small and helpless in the face of the world’s 
problems. How can we do anything about them? Should we simply not try? 

The Message 
Tell/act out the story of David and Goliath. This, of course, leads on from last week’s story of 
David’s anointing. 

Explain that David, even though he was small and young, just like them, made a difference 
because he used his gifts and talents to help others. Concentrate on the positive message of 
the story rather than the defeat and death of poor Goliath! David was confident because he 
believed God was with him. 

Explain that even though we may feel very small in the eyes of the world (yes, even the 
teachers!), we are important in God’s eyes and he cares for all of us and we must care for 
others. 

Prayer 
Perhaps begin with some quiet reflection considering how we can, in small ways, every day, 
help others. 

Dear Lord, we know that, with your help, we can make a difference. Help us to share a smile 
or give a helping hand today. 
Amen 
Also, this week: use some of the teaching from the Sermon on the Mount to think about 
how God cares for everyone and how even something “small” can have a great effect e.g: 
Matthew chp 5 vss 13-16, chp 6 vss 25-34 
 

  



Trinity 4     28.6.2021      Colour: Green 

Theme: Missed Opportunities 

Bible reading :Luke chp 9 vss 51-62 

Preparation 

You could have an Apple gadget such as an I-phone or laptop available to support the 
introductory talk. 

Introduction 

When people talk about computers there are two famous people called Steve who always 
get mentioned, they are Steve Jobs and Steve Wozniak who started the Apple computer 
company in a garage in America in 1976.  One person who doesn’t get remembered is the 
third person who was in that garage in 1976, Ronald Wayne.  He was the man who wrote 
the manual for the first Apple computer and he even designed the special apple logo.  So 
why don’t people know about him?  The reason is that after just two weeks with Apple 
Ronald panicked – the Steve’s were taking out huge loans to pay for making the computers, 
and Ronald thought it was too risky to carry on.  The Steve’s gave him $800 to buy him out 
of the company, and Ronald left.  Well you know how big a company Apple is now, so how 
much money do you think Ronald would have earned if he had stayed?  (Take some 
suggestions.)  The answer is at least $55 billion!  What a great opportunity he missed! 

The Message 

We often hear stories about how Jesus asked people to follow him and be his friends and 
disciples; there are some famous stories like Simon Peter and his brother Andrew and their 
friends the brothers James and John, who just left their fishing jobs and followed Jesus 
straight away, or Matthew who gave up his tax-collecting job which actually earned him a 
lot of money (although he had to cheat people to get it).  I wonder, do you think everyone 
said “yes” straight away to Jesus?  Do you think when Jesus said “follow me” everyone did 
the same as these disciples we know about?  Did everyone take up the opportunity? 

Take suggestions from the assembly. 

Luke tells us the story of three people who thought that they wanted to follow Jesus to the 
end, but they soon started making excuses when they realised it might be difficult, or they 
had different priorities. 

The first man said, “Jesus I want to follow you, wherever you go”.  Jesus said to him “I 
haven’t got a home to live in, the birds have nests, but I don’t have anywhere to stay – can 
you live like that?”  The man quickly made an excuse and disappeared. 

The second man said “Jesus, I really want to follow you, but I can’t come until after my 
father has died.”  Jesus knew the man’s father wasn’t even ill at this time.  “No, come now” 
he said.  The man made excuses and left. 



The third man said, “I’m going to follow you Lord, but first I want to go home and say 
goodbye to all my friends and family”.  Jesus looked at him and said, “If you go back home 
now you will find lots of excuses not to come back at all, why don’t you come now?”  The 
man went home and didn’t come back. 

Christians believe this same story happens every day although the details will be 
different.  They believe that Jesus still calls people today to be his friends and disciples and 
follow him  – and some will say “yes”, and some will say “no”, and some will say “don’t 
bother me now, I’ve important things to do, I’ll think about it later”…. And perhaps they 
will…… and perhaps they won’t. 

What kind of person are you when people give you an important opportunity? You may like 
to affirm people in the school who have done something special and link this to the story e.g. 
something might have happened on a school residential course. 

Prayer 

Dear Lord, throughout our lives we are given many different opportunities, but sometimes 
we are just too scared or lazy to do anything about them.  Help us to be bold when we need 
to be bold, and sensible when we need to be sensible, and help us to listen to what you 
want us to do, because we know that you want what is best for us.  Amen 

This could be an opportunity to tell stories of famous Christians or talk with Christian 
visitors in your own locality as part of the worship. 

 

  



Trinity 5 5.7.2021      Colour: Green 

Theme: Going on a journey 

Bible Reading : Mark 6:7-13 

Preparation 

Prepare the three readers for the Introduction. 

Lucy is about six, Mark is older. 

Introduction 

Starts with the three characters standing around a table. On the table is an open case. 

Lucy: Can’t wait for the holiday 

Mark: Can’t wait to see the pool. 

Mum: Well, the holiday is next week, and I need to do the packing so let’s have some help 

Lucy: I want to take Fred the Ted, and my big doll and my cassette player and my Barbie 
books and my bucket and spade and… 

Mark: And I want my football and my United kit and my boots and my United annual and my 
skateboard and a beach ball and… 

Mum: And I shall have to pack your underclothes, your swimming things, your shoes, your 
jeans, your shorts, your night clothes, your coats, towels, washing kit, suntan lotion, books, 
camera and … 

Mark: Don’t forget the mobile for ‘phoning home… 

Lucy: And a pen for writing cards… 

Mark: And games to play on the plane… 

Lucy: And sandwiches in case we get hungry at the airport… 

Mark: And sunglasses… 

Lucy: And… 

Mum: I think we shall have to go and buy another case! 

 
Leader 

One day Jesus surprised his closest friends. Up to then they had spent their time with him. 
They had heard him speak to the crowds, seen him healing people and always felt that he 
was close by. Now Jesus told his twelve friends that they had a special job to do. They were 
to go out in pairs to speak to people about Jesus. Perhaps some of them started to think 
about what they would take with them. 
Going away always seems to be a bit like that. We want to take a lot of things just in case we 



think we might need them. Often when we come home again, we find we haven’t used half 
of it. 

Money for food, a change of clothes, food in case they got hungry. 

‘No,’ said Jesus, ‘you are to take nothing with you at all. You are to trust me that all will be 
well. People will give you hospitality, and if they don’t, just move on until you find someone 
who will.” 

And all was well. The friends of Jesus went from village to village telling the people the good 
news about Jesus and healing people. They had a great time. They learned to trust Jesus. 

Sometimes you and I worry – not just about packing for a holiday but other things too. Jesus 
says don’t worry so much but learn to trust me. Worries are like big suitcases we don’t have 
to carry around. 

This would be an opportunity to talk about children and adults who are moving on at the end 
of the school term, if you wish. 

Prayer 

Heavenly Father, 
Thank you that we can trust you in both the small things and the big things in life. Help us 
not to carry around big suitcases full of worry. Amen 

Also, this week you could look at other verses about not worrying e.g.: Luke chp 12 vss 22-
32 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


