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Welcome  

 

We have compiled the suggested activities for an Act of Worship each week of the Spring 
Term 2021, with a theme, relevant Bible reading, a message, an activity and prayers plus 
suggestions for going deeper into the text and meanings. We hope you find this useful, 
inspirational and relevant. It also provides your school with a focus linked to the Church 
readings for each week. The Church of England compiles the readings over a three-year 
cycle; Years A, B and C. This programme is in Church Year B. 

Thank you for using our resources and materials from The Diocese of Ely Education team. 
They can all be found on the website  http://www.elyeducation.org/main/ 

 

Introduction to the Acts of Worship Plan  

The Church of England Lectionary is divided into three years of Bible readings (Years A, B 
and C) which follow on from each other in a continuous cycle. Each new Church Year begins 
with Advent Sunday which falls at the end of November or the beginning of December, four 
Sundays before Christmas Day.  

On each Sunday three readings are designated for use: usually one from the Old Testament, 
one from the Epistles and one from the Gospels. In each of the suggested acts of collective 
worship above the author has taken one of these three designated readings as their theme 
(except when a significant Christian feast day falls on a day within that week, when the 
readings for this day may have been used instead of the Sunday readings).By using the 
suggestions above regularly, your school will be able to follow the pattern of readings which 
will be taking place in your local parish church, week by week, over the whole of the 
Church’s Year. 

http://www.elyeducation.org/main/


The dates given in the index are all Mondays. The colour is the appropriate colour of the 
Church’s year (– this will allow you to theme your hall for worship e.g. a coloured cloth for 
the worship table. Of course, you may choose to use some of the collective worship ideas at 
other times of the year, to fit in with your existing themed programme.  

The short titles beside each date will allow you to select those subjects of interest to you. 
These materials were originally devised to be stand alone. Several schools are using the 
lectionary suggestion to set their theme for the week, so we include suggestions of other 
Bible stories on a similar theme to the original reading at the bottom of each act of worship. 
These are entirely optional. 

 
 
  



WC Epiphany 1     4/1/2021       Colour: White 
 
Theme: ‘Gifts’ 
 
Reading: Matthew chapter 2 verses 1-12 
 
PREPARATION 
 
If you still have them available, bring out again the gifts of the Magi which were used in the 
school’s nativity play. If you have a nativity set on display, this should be left out until after 
the Epiphany assembly. You may wish to reprise part of your nativity play from last term. 

You could use an incense stick, or similar, to create a strong perfume in the assembly hall – 
if you have something which is described as frankincense or myrrh, that would be even more 
evocative of the story. 

You may like to sing one of the traditional carols about the Magi as your hymn. 

INTRODUCTION 
 
One of the first questions you ask your friends at the beginning of the Spring Term is always 
“What did you get for Christmas?”, so let’s take this opportunity to share some news about 
our favourite presents this Christmas. 

Did anyone get a present which is something to do with what they might like to be or do 
when they grow up e.g. building blocks, a football, a make-up kit, a doctor’s outfit, computer 
games? 

THE MESSAGE 
 
If you were looking for presents for a toddler or a new baby, what would you get? (Are there 
any young babies amongst your school families? You could ask what they were given.) 
The story we are remembering today is about the kind of presents the young child Jesus got 
from some rather special visitors, the presents were not very good presents for a young 
baby; they were all to do about what he was like, and what he would be when he grew up. 
Often, we tell this story as part of the Christmas story, and act it out in a nativity play, but 
really this story takes place a few months after Jesus was born. 

Tell the story of the visit of the Magi to Jesus – no doubt the children will be able to assist 
you with this, you might even like to replay the appropriate part of last term’s nativity play. 

The three gifts were all gifts with messages: 

• The precious gold tells us how Jesus is like a king, and Christians believe he is King of 
the World 

• The expensive frankincense was used for worshipping God in temples, and it reminds 
us that Jesus is the Son of God 

• The myrrh is a perfume with a very strong smell and was used for burying with dead 
bodies to cover over their smell. It was a clue about how Jesus was going to die, and 
how important his death and resurrection would be to believers. 
 

These three gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh are probably the most famous presents of 
all time. The presents we had at Christmas may not have been quite so amazing or famous, 
but we have a lot to be thankful for, not just the material things but also the love of our 
families, health etc (you may like to collect other suggestions from the children here). For 



millions of people throughout the world though, their very best present will have been the 
coming of Jesus into the world, just like a present from God. 

PRAYER 
 
A prayer of thanks for the many different “gifts” we receive in our lives, and for the ultimate 
gift of Christ. 

Taking the theme further this week, you could: 

• Look at stories of precious things and gifts e.g.:. the story of the pearl of great price Mtt 
13.45f; the poor widow Lk 21. 1-4; the parable of the rich fool Lk 12.13-21; 

  

 

 

  



Epiphany 2  11/1/2021       Colour: White 
   

Theme: It’s what’s on the inside that counts! 

Reading: Mark chapter 1 verses 4-11 

There are already two assemblies on baptism, including, and especially, the baptism of 
Jesus, on this website; you may access these by returning to the thematic index of 
assemblies on the main collective worship page. This assembly has taken a different theme 
by looking at the person of John the Baptist. If you were using this website last term you will 
already have done something about John, the Baptist during Advent. 

Preparation 

It would be good if you could encourage several of your pupils who belong to uniformed 
organisations to come to the assembly dressed in their particular uniform. You may also find 
that some of the younger children will have dressing-up outfits that are uniforms and which 
they will be prepared to wear. Failing this, you will need pictures of people in identifiable 
distinctive dress. 

Introduction 

Call up your volunteers in turn and ask them something about the uniforms they are wearing. 
Ask the assembly what kind of behaviour they would expect from someone who is wearing 
this kind of uniform. Don’t forget to call up one of the pupils who is wearing ordinary school 
uniform and to ask the same questions! 

The Message 

Show your picture of John the Baptist. Share the description of John given in Mark chapter 1 
verses 4 & 6. 

John was living away from ordinary people, out in the wild. He wasn’t wearing the normal 
clothes of the day, but a rough old coat, and he ate what he could find in the wild. What do 
you think people would expect John to be like when they saw him or heard about him? What 
would you think or worry about when you saw someone like this today? Would you want to 
go near them? Would you trust them? Why / why not? 

The surprising thing is that hundreds of people wanted to meet John the Baptist when he 
was alive. People flocked out of the cities, towns and villages looking for him when he was 
camping out by the River Jordan. They went because they had heard that John was 
preaching an important message from God. He was telling people they needed to say sorry 
for all the wrong things they had done in their lives and to be baptised in the river as a sign 
they were sorry and wanted to start again. He also told them that an important person was 
coming; the person he was talking about was Jesus. Jesus himself came to meet John and 
was baptised by him in the river. 

John the Baptist’s story is very well known, and you often find churches which are dedicated 
in his name (local diocesan ones are: Woodhurst, Stibbington, Holywell, Huntingdon, 
Keyston, Pampisford, Eltisley, Somersham, Stanground, and Wistow). Although people 
obviously remember him for his eccentric dress, it is the type of person he was and the 
message he brought which were of most importance. His story helps us to remember that it 
is not what people are like on the outside, or how they dress, which is important, but what 
they are like on the inside and what kind of things they say and do. 



Prayer 

Pray that we will remember not to make judgements about people, just because of the way 
they look or dress. 

  

The theme of “it’s what’s on the inside that counts” can be found in many other 
Biblical stories where God uses what looks like unlikely heroes such as David or 
Gideon and these stories could also be shared this week. 

 

 

  



Epiphany 3 25/1/2021      Colour: White 

Theme: Jesus goes to a wedding 

Reading: John chapter 2 verses 1-11  

Preparation 

You need Some children’s lunch boxes and / or your own packed lunch and / or a large copy 
of the school’s lunch menu for the day.  Include a bottle of water (one litre size would be 
good – otherwise you will need to know how many of your bottles makes one hundred litres). 

Introduction 

Are you hungry yet?  I’m starting to think about my lunch. Let’s see what some of us are 
going to be eating shall we? (Obviously vary the approach for an afternoon act of worship.) 

As appropriate, invite children up with their lunch boxes, or bring out the list or your own 
lunch.  Talk with the children about the lunches – which is the bit they like the best, which is 
the bit they like the least, do they think they are going to eat all of it etc 

Now I have a very serious question!  If you could eat your lunch in any order you liked, would 
you eat the bit you liked best first, or would you eat it last?  Ask for suggestions and reasons. 

  

The Message 

I am going to tell you a story about Jesus, and I think you will see at the end why I asked you 
that last question. 

 Check the children have some understanding of the world “miracle”. 

This is a story from John’s Gospel about the very first miracle that Jesus did.  It was a very 
quiet miracle, and only a few people knew it had happened. 

Jesus and his disciples were invited to a wedding party.  I expect a lot of you have been to 
weddings. (You may like to find who has been to a wedding, or there may be some related 
RE work going on.)  There is usually lots of good food and drink and everyone enjoys 
themselves. Well at this wedding there was such a big crowd of people enjoying themselves 
that they soon began to run out of wine.  How embarrassed the bride and groom and their 
families would be if the wine ran out!  People would be talking for years about how they were 
too mean to cater properly for the wedding; it would be a bad joke for the rest of their lives! 

Jesus’ mother Mary saw the servants who were pouring out the wine were panicking, and 
she realised what was happening. She went and told Jesus, knowing that he could help if he 
wanted to. Then she told the servants to do exactly what Jesus told them. 

How much water do you think my water bottle holds?  Can you imagine a big jar x times this 
size?  Call up a child about the right height to represent 100 litres of water.   Then call up 
another five children until you have six jars of water…  There were six jars of water 
nearby.  Jesus simply told the servants to take some of the water to the man who was in 
charge of organising the feast.  

When the man in charge of the wedding feast tasted the “water” that the servants brought to 
him, he found it was the best wine he had ever tasted!  “Wow” he said to the bridegroom 



“usually people serve the best wine first at parties, and then they serve up any old rubbish. 
This wine is great!” 

Did you notice how surprised the man in charge was that the water Jesus had changed into 
wine was so good?  He was used to organising parties where you ate and drank the best 
things first, and then when everyone was getting a bit drunk and tired you served them with 
cheap rubbish and hoped they wouldn’t notice!  The wine from the water jars was even 
better tasting than the most expensive wine which had been served first.  Jesus had made 
sure it was the best wine ever! 

We remember this story because it shows us how powerful Jesus is, but some people like to 
remember it because it shows us that Jesus was just like us – he liked going to 
parties!  Maybe there is another message there for us too – always do your best, even when 
other people don’t bother to do their best. 

 

Prayer 

Dear Lord, 

We thank you for the story of the wedding at Cana. It reminds us that if we are going to be 
like you, we should help out other people and always do our best. Help us to remember this 
as we work and as we play. 

Amen 

Traditionally the wedding at Cana is known as Jesus’ first miracle – why not look at 
other famous miracles this week? 

 

 

  



Epiphany 4   1.2.2021      Colour: White 

Theme: Don’t lead others astray 

Bible Reading: I Corinthians Chp 8 vss 1-13 

Preparation 

The bulk of this reading is about leading others astray by making them to believe it is 
acceptable to eat food that is offered to idols – a concept which needs some translation in 
modern society! 

Collect some photographs of misleading signs – often ones from abroad where the English 
is not quite accurate can be fun – or perhaps signs with incomprehensible images on them. 
You also need images of different facial expressions (SEAL materials could be useful here – 
or Google again) or you can use volunteers to pull appropriate faces for sad, angry, etc. 

Introduction 

Have some fun together looking at the signs together and working out why they are 
misleading. 

 The Message 

Talk about how we give out signals too and interpret the faces you have available. 

We give out signals not just by what we say or how our faces look, but by actions. 
Sometimes we can be doing something which is quite innocent and somebody copies it and 
things go wrong – for example you might dive into the deep end of a swimming pool because 
you are a strong swimmer, but then your little brother who is just learning to swim copies you 
and is soon in danger. 

Paul had a problem like this in the church at Corinth where some people were leading others 
astray by accident – by using the wrong butcher! These Christians were buying their meat 
from the temple butcher – all his meat had been given to the temple for the use of the pagan 
gods, but after the service in the temple it was sold off cheaply in his shop. Now these 
Christians believed in Jesus and didn’t believe in the pagan gods at all – they knew that the 
meat wasn’t special in any way, except that it was good quality and cheap! But some new 
Christians were confused by this – they thought it meant that it was alright to be a Christian 
and still go on following the pagan gods at the same time! 

Paul was horrified when he found out what was happening – of course he agreed that the 
meat wasn’t special or blessed by the pagan gods, but, all the same, he asked the 
Corinthians to stop buying it, so that the new Christians didn’t get confused and led astray. 

I wonder if we always think about how our actions might affect other people? Are there 
things we do that might be setting a bad example to others who are younger than us, or look 
up to us? 

Prayer 

Pray that we may be aware of how our actions can affect other people and that we may 
always be good examples to those we come into contact with. 

Stories which relate to what might be called “peer group pressure” include: Samson 
& Delilah – Judges chp 16 vss 4-30; Parable of the Sower – Matthew chp 13 vss 3-8; 



 Epiphany 5   8.2.2021      Colour: White 

Theme: Candles for Candlemas 

Preparation 

Make the room as dark as possible and have some candles (and matches) and a strong 
torch. Enter in “darkness” with just the single worship candle burning, have some sombre 
music playing. 

Introduction 

Blow out the candle. Who likes being in the dark? 

Switch on the strong torch and sweep the room with the light. Talk about how the lights 
shows up things which you cannot see in the darkness. When might you be in the dark and 
be really pleased to see a torchlight coming (lost, electricity failure etc)? When might you be 
in the dark and not be pleased to see a light (when doing something you shouldn’t…)? Light 
can show up whether we are being good or whether we are being bad. 

The Message 

Second of February is one of the days the Church thinks about light. For hundreds of years 
candles have been used in churches both for light and to celebrate things, and on second of 
February there is a special service to bless all the candles which are going to be used in 
services for the rest of the year. 

Light the candles. 

The candles also remind people of Jesus because God’s light shines through Jesus and 
people call him the “Light of the World”. When people met Jesus they felt as if he knew all 
about them, whether they were good and kind, or doing evil. Jesus even knew when people 
were pretending to be good, but on the inside were thinking evil thoughts – and he told them 
so! The same thing still happens today when people meet Jesus; it is like meeting someone 
like our really bright torch who can pick out all that is good and all that is evil in our lives. So 
you can be good and a “person of light” or, evil and a “person of darkness” – which do you 
want to be like? Reflection moment. 

 
Prayer 

As we sit here in the candlelight, help us to imagine what it must be like to be a person of 
light, whose goodness helps those all about them. Help us to become like that. 

 

  



Lent 1   22.2.2021       Colour: Purple 

Theme: The Rainbow People of God 

Bible Reading: Genesis chapter 9 verses 8-17  

Preparation 

This act of worship is only loosely linked with the Scripture reading, which is actually the last 
part of the story of Noah’s Ark where God gives the world the rainbow – a sign of his 
promise that he will never again destroy the world by flooding.  The rainbow is, however, a 
potent symbol of promise, peace and harmony – and it is used this way in a traditional South 
African legend (below) beloved by Archbishop Desmond Tutu, who often referred to the 
people of South Africa as “the rainbow people of God”. 

Have some photographs of rainbows to show and some coloured ribbons or similar in as 
many of the colours of the rainbow as possible 

Introduction 

Ask children about their favourite colours.  Invite those who express a strong preference to 
come up to the front and hold a ribbon in the colour they have chosen. 

The Message 

Introduce the story as an African legend. 

God loved his people whom he had made very much.  His people enjoyed meeting each 
other, talking with each other, and caring for each other.  The world was a happy place. 
Then one day the people found some coloured ribbons lying on the ground.  They thought 
they looked very pretty, and they began to collect them up.  Some chose blue ribbons 
because they thought these were the best (get the blue group to wave their ribbons 
enthusiastically) some chose…. (repeat the roll call of colours for all the different ribbons you 
have collected). 

Suddenly the wind blew hard and cold.  The people shivered and began to look at each 
other suspiciously.  They began to gather together in little groups – the blues got together in 
one corner and glared at the others (send the blues to one corner – then repeat with the 
other colours).  They forgot that they cared for each other.  They forgot they used to like 
each other.  They began to build walls around their little areas to keep each other out. 

But then they found that things were difficult for them: the blues had food but no water.  The 
reds had water but no food.  The yellows had warm shelter, but nothing to eat or drink (etc). 

They were miserable for a long time.  Them somebody older and wiser, who remembered 
what it was like at the beginning in God’s beautiful creation, decided to be brave: “Come on 
out everybody” he called.  “What are we all afraid of each other for?  Let’s talk to each other 
and start sharing things again.” 

Gradually the people came out from behind their walls.  They began to talk to each other 
again.  They remembered that they used to care for each other.  They remembered that they 
used to share things with each other.  They decided to knock the walls down and to become 
friends again. 

When they realised that it was a silly argument about the best colour that had divided them, 
they wanted to throw their coloured ribbons away.  But they knew that they would miss all 



those beautiful colours.  So instead they mixed all the colours together (show your rainbow 
image and perhaps ask some children to plait some of the ribbons) and the rainbow became 
their symbol of love and peace. 

If appropriate you may like to unpack this story further in discussion with your children about 
the rainbow colours of the people of the world today and living in harmony now. 

Prayer 

Heavenly Father, 

Help us to become rainbow people, to work for justice and peace, to bring people together, 
and to share all that we have. 

Amen 

 

  



Lent 2   1./3/2021       Colour: Purple 

Theme: Name calling 

Bible Reading: Genesis 17: 1-7, 15-16 

Preparation 

Have a book of names and their meanings. 

Introduction 

Ask for two volunteers to come up and find out what their name means. Look it up, show the 
meaning to the child and ask them to give some clues about the meaning to the assembly. 
See if other children can guess the meaning. Ask the child if they think the meaning of their 
name suits them. 
Do any of the children know why their parents choose their given names – after someone 
else in the family, after a famous person…? 

In some countries, babies aren’t given their names publicly until the christening or naming 
ceremony. This gives parents the chance to think carefully about the right name for the 
child’s character. 

Can we think of any people who’ve changed their names? Some children will have changed 
their surnames after their parents have remarried (be sensitive here). 

Pop stars and actors often give themselves a ‘stage name’, usually because it sounds better 
than their real name. Do you know any examples of this? (e.g. Rihanna is Robyn Fenty, Jay 
Z is Shawn Corey Carter.) 

Message 

Names were very important in Biblical times. When we read Bible stories, we see that often 
the characters’ names were chosen very carefully. The name often described something that 
had happened, or some characteristic that the person had. Names were precious. To let 
someone, know your name meant that you allowed them to know something about you, and 
so have a bit of power over you. 
Abram had known his name for 99 years. You would think, by the time you’d got to 99 that 
things wouldn’t change any more. Time for a rest – why, if you lived now, you’d be almost 
eligible for a telegram from the Queen! 

But Abram didn’t get a rest! God called him to move – not just down the road, but hundreds 
of miles into a new land. God promised Abram many blessings. And most amazingly, even 
though he and his wife were so old, God promised him the thing Abram wanted most – a 
child. 

Imagine, someone as old as your great grandfather says he’s moving – not into an old 
people’s home, but away from his old friends and into a new country. Everyone would think 
he was mad – and probably try to put him into a home. And if he then said, ‘and God’s 
promised me a baby!’ – wow, a complete lunatic! 

God simply asked Abram to trust him, and as a sign of God’s promise and Abram’s trust, he 
changed Abram’s name to Abraham. God even changed Abraham’s wife’s name – to Sarah. 

I wonder if his neighbours thought he was more mad to move home, or to change his name. 



Abraham and Sarah accepted their new names because they were a sign of the promise or 
covenant that God had made with them. They showed that, even though what God was 
telling them seemed completely mad, they would follow, because they trusted God’s 
promises 

God knows each of us by name and loves each of us. If you have been baptised, whatever 
name your parents gave you became your ‘Christian’ name (because it was given at your 
christening). This means that it is a sign of the promise made on your behalf, between you 
and God. Sometimes people add an extra baptismal name to their other names at this point. 
Having a ‘Christian’ name is a sign to other people that we trust God’s promises, as 
Abraham did, and follow where God leads. He might not want us to get up and move to a 
strange country – but he does want us to show kindness and love to people as he does. He 
wants us talk to him by praying – just like we talk to our friends. And he wants us to love and 
trust him as Abraham did. 

Prayer 

May God’s joy be in your heart 
and God’s love surround your living. 
Each day and night 
and wherever you roam. 
May you know God’s presence. 
In growing and learning, 
in joy and sorrow, 
in friendship, 
in solitude, 
in beginnings and endings 
may God keep you and bless you 
all the days of your life. 

(from The Blessing of Children in ‘The Pattern of our Days’ ed. Kathy Galloway) 

Also this week hear some more stories of Abraham and how his life changed along 
with his change of name. 

 

  



Lent 3  8/3/2021       Colour: Purple 

Theme – It makes me so angry! 

Bible Reading: John chapter 2 verses 13-22 

Preparation 

Think of some of the things which make you “angry”. These could be things pertinent to 
school life such as bullying, or global issues such as refugees or starvation. If possible, 
collect together some illustrations of these things e.g. newspaper headlines, charity appeals 
literature, a storybook about bullying. These can be referred to as you talk. You may also 
have available a book with a drawing of the Jerusalem Temple in which you could show the 
assembly. 

An OHP or large piece of paper on which to list “Things which make us angry”. 

If you have the pack “The Christ we Share” you could use the OHT of “The Angry 
Christ” when telling the story, alternatively you can find many images of the cleansing of the 
Temple online which could be used on a smartboard or downloaded as OHTs. 

Introduction 

Ask the assembly for some examples of the kind of things which make them angry and list 
these together. You will undoubtedly get concrete (and probably quite personal) examples 
from the children, but on the list turn these into general principles e.g. “greed”, “dishonesty”. 

If you think it is appropriate, demonstrate that these are not just local and personal problems 
but also national and international ones, by referring to items in the news. What happens 
when nations and their leaders get “greedy” or “dishonest”? 

Ask the children what we should do if we think something is wrong and it “makes us angry”. 
The answer may well be different when thinking of the local school situation rather than the 
national or international situation (you could anything topical which has attracted the 
attention of the TV news lately). 

The Message 

Ask the children whether they think Jesus ever got angry. Probably the answer will be “no”, 
so it may surprise them to know that there is a story in the Bible of a time when he got very 
angry indeed: 

The story begins as Jesus entered the great temple in Jerusalem to go and worship God. 
What do you expect a place of worship like a church or temple to be like when people go to 
pray? To his horror Jesus found that the first great courtyard of the temple was filled with a 
huge market: there were hundreds of animals on sale and the noise and the smell must have 
been very bad. In the temple you had to use special temple money, so there were also lots 
of tables where money changers were piling up their coins and perhaps even cheating 
people out of their hard-earned money. It doesn’t sound very much like a quiet place where 
people could pray and concentrate on worshipping God does it? 

Jesus was very angry with all that he saw. He was angry because visitors who came to the 
temple were being cheated. He was angry because the temple was God’s house and the 
market people were not only ignoring God but making it very difficult for anyone else to pray. 
What could he do? He could have stormed off in a great huff, but the market traders 
probably wouldn’t have noticed. He could have just slipped away to go and pray somewhere 



else, but that wouldn’t have helped the other people who wanted to pray too. So what Jesus 
did was to gather up some ropes that were on the ground and turn them into a whip. Then 
he started wrecking the market: he drove the animals out of the temple with his whip and he 
knocked the money changers money all over the ground. “Take these things away” he cried 
out “You must not turn God’s house into a marketplace!” 

I doubt if things would have changed very much in the temple after this amazing event. The 
money changers would have gone scrabbling on the floor to hunt for all their money. The 
market traders would have rounded up their animals and brought them back into the temple 
and things would have gone on as before. But maybe some of them stopped to think about 
what they were doing and whether it was right; and maybe some of the visitors were pleased 
to hear Jesus saying the kind of things they wanted to say and were too scared to. Perhaps 
some of them thought of Jesus as their champion from then on. 

And perhaps Jesus is showing us that if we see something happening which we know is 
wrong, then we should try to do something about it. 

Prayer 

Lord, you are our hope and strength, 
Staying with us in trouble, 
Walking with us in danger, 
And comforting us in our sadness. 
Keep us always mindful of your love 
That we may be strong and courageous 
In all that we think and speak and do, 
Knowing that you are our closest and most loyal friend. 

(taken from Pocket Prayers for Children by Christopher Herbert) 

  

 

  



Lent 4   15.3.2021        Colour: Purple 

 
Theme: Bible Reading 

Exodus chapter 2 verses 1-10A caring Mother 

 

Preparation 

This is the week after Mothering Sunday when most churches will probably have used the 
special Mothering Sunday readings rather than Lent 4 – these include a choice of two 
famous Old Testament stories about children and their mothers: Moses and his (unnamed) 
mother, and Samuel and Hannah. 

The story of Moses in the bulrushes features in just about every Bible story book – if you 
have a particularly well written and beautifully illustrated version use that. You may also like 
to have a doll (wrapped tightly in a sheet) in a blanket as a visual aid. 

Introduction 

Who in the school has baby brothers and sisters? How do mothers keep their babies safe 
and secure and look after them? 

The Message 

Tell the story of Moses in the bulrushes. Emphasise that he was born in troubled times and 
his mother was afraid he would be killed by soldiers. Explain how she would have made the 
basket out of papyrus reed and plastered it with bitumen and pitch to make it watertight, and 
how she would have wrapped him tight in swaddling cloths, both to keep him warm, but also 
to stop him wriggling and upsetting the floating basket. When everything was as secure as 
possible the basket was floated on the water, hidden amongst the bulrushes, and big sister 
Miriam hid close by to keep guard. The story ends well – mother and son are re-united and 
when Moses has been weaned, he gets to go to the palace and be raised as a prince. 

Moses had good reason to be thankful for his mother’s love as she saved his life. Ask the 
children what their mothers do for them that they are thankful for and make the link to last 
Sunday. 

 
Prayer 

Gather the children’s ideas together as a prayer of thanksgiving for mothers and those who 
care for us. 

Also, this week you could hear stories of other famous Bible mothers: Samuel’s 
mother Hannah in I Samuel Chps 1 & 2; John the Baptist’s mother Elizabeth in Luke 
chp 1; Ruth and her devotion to her mother-in-law 

 

 

 

 



Lent 5   22.3.2021       Colour: Purple 

Theme: The message of the grain of wheat 

Bible Reading: John chapter 12 verses 20-33 

Preparation 

You will need some seeds to show the children. (If you are preparing well in advance it 
would be even better to sow some cress seeds ready to show.) You may find that one of the 
classes in the school is already growing seeds at the moment, and these too could be 
displayed. Any illustrations of wheat and flour would also be useful. 

If your school knows the Easter hymn “Now the green blade rises” (131 in Come and Praise 
Volume II ) this would be appropriate here. For younger pupils, a variation on this theme 
would be to read the story of “Ears and the Secret Song” by Meryl Doney. 

Introduction 

Spring is a time when we are thinking about new life because all around us the plants in our 
gardens and in the fields are beginning to grow and the trees are showing off their new 
leaves. Yet if you look at a tiny seed it looks like nothing at all – it is small and dead looking – 
but when it is sown in the earth it bursts into life. (demonstrate with the cress seeds) 

One grain of wheat is also very small. You can grind it to make flour, but you need 
thousands of grains to make just one bag of flour, not just one grain. But if you plant it 
instead, when the small grain of wheat starts to grow it turns into an ear of corn which 
contains lots more grains and those grains will produce more grains which will in turn 
produce more grains… After several years, the original grain of wheat which was sown could 
have resulted in many hundreds more grains being produced. 

The Message 

At this stage in the year (Lent) we are looking towards Holy Week and Easter when 
Christians remember the death of Jesus on the cross and celebrate his resurrection. In the 
last few days of his life Jesus said something very important about himself: 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains 
alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” (John chapter 12 verse 24) 

Jesus was thinking about the miracle of growing wheat, just like we were a few moments 
ago. When he said these words, he knew that his death was close, but he also knew that his 
death would result in bringing many people back to God. He felt he was rather like the one 
grain of wheat that gets sown in the ground and then produces hundreds of new grains. He 
would die, but the result was that many, many others would live by following him. That is the 
salvation message of Easter Day. 

So, when you look around you in the Spring time and see all the flowers starting to come 
out, and the new leaves on the trees, and especially when you see the wheat starting to 
grow in the fields, remember that nature is telling you the special Easter story of Jesus. 

Prayer 

Thank you, God, for the wonders of Spring and for all the new plant growth which is coming 
to life all around us. Help us to understand the message of new life in Jesus which the 
Spring brings. 



Next week will be the story of Palm Sunday and the beginning of the Holy Week 
narrative, this week you could pick up some of the other stories which occur just 
before this e.g. John chp 11, chp 12 vss 1-8, or the teaching on the True Vine chp 15 
vss 1-11. 

 

 

 

  



Easter 4.4.2021                                Colour  White 

Theme: A shock and a surprise 

Bible Reading: John Chp 20 vss 1-18 

Preparation 

If you are reading this in good time to prepare, you can try a “kidzministry” trick for which you 
will need in advance one ordinary egg, one crème egg (or similar of hen’s egg size) and 
cooking chocolate.  You unwrap the crème egg very carefully to preserve the paper, coat the 
ordinary raw egg in the melted cooking chocolate until it looks sufficiently like the crème egg, 
then wrap it in the paper.  The crème egg itself can then be discarded (your choice as to 
how!)   For the worship you will need a clear Perspex bowl to break it into. 

A similar result (but not so much fun or quite so illustrative!) can be had by putting an Easter 
egg which is hollow into a box which indicates that the egg should be full of sweets. 

You may like to finish the worship with looking at the painting of ‘Mary Magdalene 
Approaching the Tomb’ by Gian Girolamo Savoldo.  You can find a copy at http://www.jesus-
story.net/painting_magdalene.htm This shows the two sides of Mary’s resurrection 
encounter as darkness and light.  Alternatively use a photograph of David Wynne’s sculpture 
in the South Transept of Ely Cathedral which captures the moment when the distraught Mary 
Magdalene meets the Risen Christ on Easter Morning (easily found using Google). 

The story actually makes a good piece of drama – but if you follow this route it is best to 
prepare the pupils first, rather than take volunteers, as you are wanting a thoughtful 
approach. 

Introduction 

Show your chocolate egg.  You may like to indicate that you and your family have eaten too 
many eggs like this over the holiday, so you are prepared to give the last one to someone 
who will share it with their friends.  You should get volunteers! 

Ask your volunteer what they expect to get out of the egg and what would be the best way to 
share it.  Get your volunteer to break the egg to share – use the edge of the bowl to break it 
if you are using the real egg. 

What is the difference between a shock and a surprise?  Usually one is unpleasant, and one 
is nice – but which is which?  Which was this egg?  (obviously we are hoping for “shock” but 
you may get “disappointment”.) 

The Message 

Remind the school of the story of Jesus’ crucifixion and how many of his followers ran away 
when he was dying because they were frightened, they would be killed too.  Jesus’ mother 
Mary stayed by the cross, and another brave woman who stayed with her all the time was 
Jesus’ friend and follower Mary Magdalene. 

Tell the story from John’s Gospel – how Mary Magdalene came to Jesus’ tomb to care for 
his body and was shocked to find it empty.  Thinking the body has been stolen, she dashes 
off to tell the disciples – they run to the tomb and find the same thing. 

http://www.jesus-story.net/painting_magdalene.htm
http://www.jesus-story.net/painting_magdalene.htm


It was only after she returned to the garden where the tomb was and stood there crying that 
she encountered not only angels, but Jesus himself (although she was crying so hard, she 
couldn’t see properly and thought he was the gardener).  When he calls her by name, she 
realises who it really is, and tries to grab hold of him, although he tells her not to. Instead she 
is sent back to the disciples to be the first witness for the resurrection of Jesus from the 
dead. Surprises all round! 

Show whichever piece of art you have chosen and ask about what part of Mary Magdalene’s 
story it tells. 

Prayer 

Thank you, Lord for Mary Magdalen’s example of bravery and commitment, to you, even 
when all seemed lost.  Help us to be like her and look for you even in the darkest of times, 
because we know you will be looking out for us. 

Amen 

Take time this week to share other stories of Jesus’ resurrection appearances from all four 
Gospels. 

 

 

 


