
Rev'd Sue Martin - Newsletter Editor

Getting Ready...

Welcome to our Advent Newsletter 2020. It is packed with

information and resources for  Advent.   I hope  it will be helpful

as we journey into Christmas , It's there to support your work,

already well underway and to give you personally further

background on this Christian season.

(Most of the pictures have a weblink to the relevant website.)

We would love to be able to share some  of your  children's

Christmas activities on ElyEducation.org. 

Please send to sue.martin@elydiocese.org  and we will send a

permissions slip across to you.

Enjoy the Advent journey

Rev'd Sue Martin
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THE LIGHT THAT
SHINES IN THE
DARKNESS

John Ch 1, verse 5
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A wide and exciting range of resources for children
and families, schools and organisations has been
compiled by Debbie Hill, Development Officer for
Children & Families. click through the picture link to
explore an extensive package of good resources.

 The C of E has partnered with a number of public
figures to produce short reflections exploring the
theme. Comfort and Joy: Nine Lessons and Carols
for Christmas mirrors the structure of a traditional
carol service, exploring both biblical texts and the
words of much-loved Christmas carols.
Working with the Archbishop of York's Youth Trust
and the Evangelism & Discipleship team, they will
also produce a series of youth reflections in
December.

The Archbishop of York Youth Trust

As we prepare for Christmas, things get busier

with lots to organise. But sometimes, we can

forget to slow down and miss some of the most

important things about this special season.

Taking a moment to pause and be still can

really help with our happiness and

well-being. So, what better way to pause than

by using the Christmas story to inspire us as

we slow down? 

Each week we are going to explore moments

of stillness found in the Christmas story. Each

of these moments, or as we call them ‘sacred

spaces’, came out of simple everyday activities.

Sacred SpacesSacred SpacesSacred Spaces

Diocese of Ely Children and FamiliesDiocese of Ely Children and FamiliesDiocese of Ely Children and Families

Church of EnglandChurch of EnglandChurch of England

https://www.archbishopofyorkyouthtrust.co.uk/news/sacred-spaces-for-advent-free-resources
http://www.elyeducation.org/main/?page_id=4109
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/preparing-advent-christmas-2020-comfort-and-joy


Celebrate Christmas with the Bible Society

 Beautiful resources for Advent and Christmas  
The animated video tells the story of the
Nativity, It is called, 'It Begins in Bethlehem.'
With a voiceover from Bob Hartman and
showcasing the great illustrations by Mark
Beech, it’s sure to put a smile on everyone’s
face and bring a fresh perspective on the
nativity.

Diocese of Sheffield

This Advent, the night sky will offer something special. If you look
to the southwestern horizon on a clear evening, soon after sunset,
you should see two bright lights: the planets Jupiter and Saturn.
Each evening, they will move slightly closer. Just before Christmas,
Jupiter will pass in front of Saturn: what astronomers call a ‘Great
Conjunction’. On the longest, darkest night of the year, the two will
seem to merge into a single light that shines with truly exceptional
brightness. This course aims to help us reflect, at the darkest time
of the year, on our calling to be Lights for Christ. We’ll consider
what that means and looks like; how that light may shine more
brightly at the close of this year. The course is designed for the
four weeks of the Advent season.
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When the song of the angels is

stilled,

When the star in the sky is gone,

When the kings and the princes are home,

When the shepherds are back with their flocks,

The work of Christmas begins.

Let us share that light which lightens the world.      Amen

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/christmas/
https://www.lightsforchrist.uk/shiningaslights

