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Acts of Worship Autumn Term 2021 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome  

 

We have compiled the suggested activities for an  Act of Worship each week of the Autumn Term, 

2021, with a theme, relevant Bible reading, a message, an activity, and prayers plus suggestions for 

going deeper into the text and meanings. We hope you find this useful, inspirational, and relevant. It 

also  provides your school with a focus linked to the Church readings for each week. The Church of 

England compiles the readings over a three-year cycle , Years A,B and C. This programme is in Church 

Year C until Advent and then A. 

Thank you for using our resources and materials from The Diocese of Ely Education team. They can 

all be found on the website  http://www.elyeducation.org/main/ 

 

Introduction to the Acts of Worship Plan  

The Church of England Lectionary is divided into three years of Bible readings (Years A, B and C) 

which follow on from each other in a continuous cycle. Each new Church Year begins with Advent 

Sunday which falls at the end of November or the beginning of December, four Sundays before 

Christmas Day.  

On each Sunday three readings are designated for use: usually one from the Old Testament, one 

from the Epistles and one from the Gospels. In each of the suggested acts of collective worship 

above the author has taken one of these three designated readings as their theme (except when a 

significant Christian feast day falls on a day within that week, when the readings for this day may 

have been used instead of the Sunday readings).By using the suggestions above regularly, your 

school will be able to follow the pattern of readings which will be taking place in your local parish 

church, week by week, over the whole of the Church’s Year. 

http://www.elyeducation.org/main/
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The dates given in the index are all Sundays. The colour is the appropriate colour of the Church’s 

year (– this will allow you to theme your hall for worship e.g. a coloured cloth for the worship table. 

Of course, you may choose to use some of the collective worship ideas at other times of the year, to 

fit in with your existing themed programme.  

The short titles beside each date will allow you to select those subjects of interest to you. These 

materials were originally devised to be stand alone. Several schools are using the lectionary 

suggestion to set their theme for the week,  so we  include suggestions of other Bible stories on a 

similar theme to the original reading at the bottom of each act of worship. These are entirely 

optional. 

 

Trinity 12 or Proper 17 

 

Theme: James' rules for living 

Bible reading 

James chapter 1 verses 17-27 

Preparation 

You need a copy of an image of a bridled tongue.  Different examples can be found at: 

http://claimthevictory.org/sermons/wp-

content/uploads/2012/01/THINK.jpg   https://goodnessofgodministries.files.wordpress.com/2013/0

9/power-of-the-tongue-

c.jpg   http://www.deankwilson.com/Blog_images/taming_the_tongue.jpg  https://truthpressure.fil

es.wordpress.com/2014/06/taming.png?w=500 

Cards with the verses from James on (perhaps paraphrased for easier understanding) and readers. 

The verses to use are: 19; 22; 23f; 26; 27 

Introduction 

As this is the first week of a new school year, amongst many other things you will be thinking about 

re-establishing school rules and ways of living together as a community. It is always interesting, and 

can be helpful, to see what other people regard as important for good relationships. In the early 

Christian communities the leaders wrote letters of good advice to the churches - sometimes you can 

guess from what is said in the letters what the problems of the churches might have been. For 

example - (show artwork) this painting tells us something about one of the problems James was 

writing about to his new Christian brothers and sisters - what do you think the problem might be? 

The Message 

After having worked out the message of the painting you can read out or paraphrase James 1:26 

which it demonstrates. But what are James' other messages did he have for people? Get your 

readers to read out the verses - after each one stop and discuss with the school "does that sound like 

a good idea" "is that something we already do here" "is that something we ought to do here" 

http://claimthevictory.org/sermons/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/THINK.jpg
http://claimthevictory.org/sermons/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/THINK.jpg
https://goodnessofgodministries.files.wordpress.com/2013/09/power-of-the-tongue-c.jpg
https://goodnessofgodministries.files.wordpress.com/2013/09/power-of-the-tongue-c.jpg
https://goodnessofgodministries.files.wordpress.com/2013/09/power-of-the-tongue-c.jpg
http://www.deankwilson.com/Blog_images/taming_the_tongue.jpg
https://truthpressure.files.wordpress.com/2014/06/taming.png?w=500
https://truthpressure.files.wordpress.com/2014/06/taming.png?w=500
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Why did James tell people to behave in this way? The answer is in another verse - verse 17 - because 

we are demonstrating the love and good gifts given to us by God. Is that a challenge we can all set 

ourselves this year? 

Prayer 

God our Father, help us to be quick to listen to your message of love and quick to act upon what we 

hear so that this year, in our school, people will recognise that we are your friends and followers 

because of what we say and do. 

Amen 

  

 Trinity 13 

Theme: The Royal Law (Love your neighbour) 

Bible reading 

James chapter 2 verses 1-17 

Preparation 

For the introduction to this act of collective worship you need the assistance of two volunteers 

(children or adults)- one is to be dressed extremely smartly (tiara etc if you have it), the other as 

much like a tramp as possible. (If you can use adults the children will not immediately recognise then 

this will be more effective - but that could be hard to organise!) The "posh" visitor is to be rude and 

make derogatory remarks about the school, the tramp is to be polite and complimentary. 

You also need a Bible, and a poster or OHT/PowerPoint with "The Royal Law - Love your neighbour 

as yourself" written on it. To add solemnity / royalty to the occasion this may be a time to use your 

King James Bible!) (Alternatively, instead of the Bible, you may like to write out a paraphrase of the 

reading and actually place it in an envelope for a pupil to open and read out. If you follow this route, 

do make sure that the children are told this is from the Bible.) 

Introduction 

Brief the children that you are hoping a rather special visitor will be joining the school for assembly, 

although they are a little late. At this point have one of your adults usher in your "posh" visitor in a 

duly respectful manner. Make a great fuss about finding them a comfortable seat at the front. The 

adult can then announce a second visitor has asked to join the school for worship - when the second 

visitor is shown in treat them with a lack of respect, make them sit on the floor etc. 

Ask your first visitor if they would like to answer a few questions e.g.: 

• What do you think of our school? 

• Do you like children? 

• Why have you chosen to visit us? 

• In each case the visitor answers rudely about the school. If you have time some children may 

also ask questions. 
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The second visitor should put up their hand to say that they would like to answer the questions as 

well. This time the answers should be rather more positive! The answer to the question about why 

they have come to visit should centre on yours being a church school, and their wanting to join in 

your worship. 

The Message 

Tell the assembly how what has happened reminds you of something you have read in the Bible and 

read out to them James chapter 2 verses 1-9 (you may decide to paraphrase or cut parts of the 

reading). This tells how members of the churches to whom James was writing behaved in exactly the 

same way as you have just done, in other words, they looked at the outside of the person, and made 

a snap judgement about them on the basis of how they looked. Ask the pupils whether, in their 

opinion, this is a sensible way to make a decision - do nice people always look nice and horrible 

people always look horrible? 

Introduce James chapter 2 verse 8 (put up your OHT or poster) - James has found a law about 

behaving which he calls the "Royal Law" - why do you think that is its name? (The most important 

one) Who do you think told James about this law in the first place? (Jesus) Discuss with the children 

the meaning of "love your neighbour as yourself", including establishing that "neighbour" means 

everyone and how this "love" could be worked out practically in family and school. 

Why not adopt the Royal Law as part of your school rules for the day, or week, or term, or year! 

Prayer 

Pray that you will remember the message of Jesus and James and not be selfish but rather look out 

for opportunities to do good for (all) our neighbours. 

Other well-known Bible references which relate to the theme of neighbour include: the Parable of 

the Good Samaritan Luke 19:25-37; the Sermon on the Mount Matthew 5: 43-48; love fulfils the Law 

Romans 13: 8-10; 

 

Trinity 14  

  

Theme: Watch your mouth! 

Bible Reading 

James Chapter 3 verses 1-12 

Preparation 

You will need some examples of unkind things children have said to one another, plus a copy of a 

child-friendly version of the Bible. 

Write the ‘nasty’ phrases on a flipchart or OHP, whichever you use for assemblies. 

You could use photographs to illustrate the different images contained within the text to facilitate 

the discussion and possibly a video of a forest fire. 

Introduction 
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Listen to the reading from the Bible and get the children to suggest what it might mean - unpick the 

imagery. Then, put up the display of hurtful words and phrases, and ask the same question to elicit 

the response you need. (Talking partners?) 

The Message 

You may like to show a clip of a forest fire (plenty of examples on You Tube) and talk about how 

these are often started by something very small - a dropped cigarette for example - yet can get out 

of control quickly - relate that to gossip and saying horrible things to each other on purpose. 

We can do so much damage to other people without meaning to, just by the thoughtless use of our 

tongues. Talk about the display of some of the things children say to each other, “You’re not my 

friend, I like so-and-so now”, “Why are you so fat/slow/ugly/miserable?” etc. Often words are more 

hurtful than a kick on the shin, and we remember what people say about us far longer than a fight in 

the playground. 

Often it is words that start the worst fights. We all have feelings and the most dangerous weapon we 

have to hurt another person's feelings is our tongue. Let us try to be kind and thoughtful in what we 

say to one another. You can see how important this idea is to James because he writes in his letter 

about it and the early Christians felt this was an important way of following Jesus' life and example 

because they included it in the Bible. 

Prayer 

O, God, whose Son Jesus Christ cared for the welfare of everyone and went about doing good; grant 

us the ability and desire to create in our school and our community a loving and kind society; and 

help us to realise that what we do can sometimes upset those others around us. Grant this, O Lord, 

through the spirit of your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Remember that the tongue can be used for good too: Philippians 2:11; including spreading the good 

news about Jesus around the world (Acts 2) 

  

  

Theme: The Three Sillies 

Bible Reading 

James 3: 13-18 

Preparation 

Get to know the story of The Three Sillies. You might like to get a group of children to act it out. (If 

it’s easier, stop the story at the point when the young man leaves the farmer’s house). 

RoSPA often produce pictures for children to identify where accidents could happen in a home and 

what sort of changes need to be made. If you can get hold of one of these, make it into an overhead 

sheet. 

Introduction 

Ask the children why they think they come to school. Why do they think they have lessons? What is 

the point of learning? 

http://www.bricktestament.com/acts_of_the_apostles/instant_fluency/ac02_01-03.html
http://www.bricktestament.com/acts_of_the_apostles/instant_fluency/ac02_01-03.html
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Tell the story of the Three Sillies. Why did the young man think that the farmer, his wife and their 

daughter are so stupid? 

Look at the overhead sheet of possible accident sites. What should the family do? 

Message 

Sometimes it is impossible to work out what will happen in life. But sometimes we can see all too 

clearly, but don’t do anything about it. The farmer, his wife and their daughter were clever enough 

to see the axe and think about its possible danger. But they were so busy being upset about it, that 

they didn’t actually do anything! No wonder the young gentleman saw how silly they were, and took 

the axe right off the ceiling! 

The Bible says that wisdom is important and is a gift of God. Sometimes it even talks of wisdom as 

being God’s Spirit. It’s important to be able to think clearly, to understand and to be able to use our 

brains. People who design space craft have to be brilliant at numeracy and also at science, working 

out the right weight of each piece of the craft….but people who do the family shopping also have to 

be good at numeracy, so they don’t overspend, and at PHSE, so they can decide what a good healthy 

diet is,  remembering who won’t eat which food, and remembering that the gerbil needs special 

food as well!… 

So we don’t need the Bible to remind us that it is important to learn, to gain knowledge and wisdom. 

We can see it all around us. 

But the Bible tells us a bit more. It’s no good just being wise and forgetting how to live life properly – 

a bit like some nutty professor! It was no good for the farmer and his family to see the axe, but just 

worry about it. Wisdom, being clever, is no good unless we also learn to use it – to make a 

difference. The young gentleman pulled the axe out of the ceiling and took away the danger. People 

in the house in the overhead sheet should change the way they live, so that the dangers are not 

there. 

Sometimes we just want to be clever so that we get more money or can be nasty to people. This isn’t 

why wisdom is important either. Real wisdom isn’t just about knowing a lot, it’s about being clever 

enough to make choices that help people; to make choices that bring peace; to make choices that 

are about love and care. So sometimes the wisest people are not the ones who know the most, 

especially if they don’t act on that. The wisest people are the ones who make the right choices. 

Jesus showed that one day. His disciples were arguing about who was the most important one of 

them. Jesus told them off and he found a little child who was watching all of this. He told the 

disciples to look at the child. If they wanted to be the greatest, they had to be like a child, and 

welcome children – who often are not the people who know the most – but are often the most wise 

people, because they make the right choices! Sadly, children don’t often get a chance to change the 

world! 

Let’s not be like the three sillies in our lives. 

Perhaps we can try to change the places where we live and our school. Perhaps we can try to think, 

and then to act – and to make wise choices, that are about love and care, about peace and about 

helping others. 

Prayer 

It would be appropriate to sing quietly. 
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either The prayer of St. Francis (147 in Come and Praise) 

or Mother Teresa’s prayer ( 94 in Come and Praise) 

 

Trinity 15  

The Three Sillies 

In a farmhouse once upon a time, there lived a farmer and his wife and their only daughter, who was 

soon to be married. Every evening the girl’s sweetheart would come to the farmhouse for supper 

and many plans would be made for the wedding, and their future married life. 

It was on one of these pleasant evenings that the farmer sent his daughter down into the cellar to 

bring up a fresh supply of cheese for supper. She found the cheese readily enough and was just 

about to return upstairs when she happened to glance up at the ceiling. There, stuck in a crack in 

one of the beams, was a heavy, long-handled axe. 

Now the axe must have been there a long, long time, but for the first time the girl began to think 

about it. ‘It is most dangerous for that axe to be there, ‘ she said to herself. ‘Just suppose that after 

my beloved and I are married, we are blessed with a son, who, when he grows to manhood, comes 

down into the cellar for some cheese, as I have just done, and that axe becomes loose and drops 

down and kills him…what a dreadful thing that would be!’ 

The more she thought about it, the sadder she became, and so she sat down and cried very hard. 

Upstairs, the farmer, his wife, and the young gentleman began to wonder what was keeping her. At 

last the girl’s mother went down to see. 

‘Why, whatever is the matter?’ asked the mother when she found her daughter crying. 

‘Oh, Mother,’ replied the girl between sobs, ‘just look at that axe in the beam. Suppose that my 

beloved and I are married, and we have a son, and he grows up, and he comes down to the cellar for 

cheese, and the axe falls on him and kills him…what a dreadful thing that would be!’ 

‘Oh, indeed, it would!’ said the mother. And she sat down next to her daughter and began crying 

too. 

Soon afterward the father became impatient and he, too, went down into the cellar to find out what 

was happening. His daughter and his wife were crying as if their hearts were breaking. ‘What is the 

trouble?’ he asked. 

‘Just look at that axe in the beam over there,’ sniffed his wife. ‘Suppose our daughter and her 

sweetheart are married, and have a son, and he grows up, and he comes down to the cellar for 

cheese, and the axe falls on him and kills him… what a dreadful thing that would be!’ 

‘Terrible! Terrible!’ agreed the farmer, and he sat down and cried quite as much as his wife and 

daughter. 

By and by the young gentleman, all alone upstairs, became curious and went down into the cellar 

too. When he found the three of them crying, he asked them what was the matter. 
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The father spoke for the whole family. ‘Look at that axe hanging from the beam,’ he said. ‘Suppose 

that you and our daughter are married, and have a son, and he grows up, and he comes down here 

for cheese, and the axe falls on him and kills him…what a dreadful thing that would be!’ 

The young man burst out laughing. ‘I have travelled far and wide,’ he said, reaching up and pulling 

the axe from its place in the beam, ‘but in all my days I have never met three such sillies as you. I 

shall now start out on my travels again, and if I should find three bigger sillies, I’ll come back and 

marry your daughter.’ As he left them, the young man could hear them starting to cry once again, 

this time because the girl had lost her sweetheart. 

Over hill and down dale the young man travelled, until he came at last to a cottage that had some 

grass growing on the roof. A ladder was against the side of the house, and a woman was trying to get 

her cow to go up the ladder, but without much success. 

‘Just look at this stubborn creature!’ said the woman to the young man. ‘There’s all that fine grass up 

on the roof of the house, but will this cow climb the ladder to eat some of it? Oh, no! And really, she 

would be quite safe up there, for I would tie a rope around her neck and pass it down the chimney 

and tie it to my wrist as I go about the house. She could never fall off without my knowing it.’ 

‘Silly!’ said the gentleman. ‘Why not cut the grass and throw it down to the cow?’ 

‘It’s easier my way,’ replied the woman. And so she coaxed the cow, and pushed her, and finally got 

her up the ladder and on to the roof. Then she tied the rope around the cow’s neck and dropped the 

other end down the chimney. The woman made her way down the ladder, went inside the house, 

and then tied the loose end of the rope around her wrist, just as she had said she would do. 

But no sooner had this been done than the poor cow slipped and slid off the roof. The weight of the 

cow pulled the woman halfway up the chimney. There she was stuck and could go no further. 

Neither could the cow, who was left hanging between the roof and the ground, kicking furiously. 

That was certainly one big silly. 

The gentleman went on his way and then, as the sun began to set, he stopped at a hotel to spend 

the night. But the hotel was so full that he was obliged to share his room with another traveller. The 

other man was good company and neither of the men really minded staying together. But in the 

morning, when they were both getting up, the gentleman was puzzled to see the other hang his 

trousers on the doorknob and then run across the room to try to jump into them. This he tried to do 

again and again. 

‘Oh, dear,’ gasped the man, trying to catch his breath, ‘I do declare that trousers should never have 

been invented. They are so awkward to put on, and it takes me at least an hour to get into mine 

every morning. How do you ever manage yours?’ 

‘Oh, it’s really not very hard at all,’ laughed the gentleman, and he showed him how he put his own 

trousers on. 

‘You know – that’s really very clever,’ exclaimed the other. ‘I should never have thought of doing it 

that way.’ 

Well, that was certainly another big silly. 

Off went the gentleman on his merry way again, and soon he came to a pond. A large crowd of 

people had gathered at the edge of it and were busily reaching into the water with brooms, rakes, 

sticks and pitchforks. 
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‘What has happened her?’ the gentleman asked one of the men. 

‘Why, can’t you see?’ said the man. ‘The moon has fallen into the water, and we shall have to get it 

out!’ 

‘No, no, no!’ said the gentleman, laughing heartily. ‘The moon has not fallen into the water. It is only 

its reflection. See – it is still up there, in the sky!’ 

But not one of the people would look! They just kept on raking the water as busily as they could. 

So there were certainly some more big sillies, bigger indeed than the three sillies at the farm. 

The young gentleman turned around then and there and made his way back to the farmhouse. He 

arrived just in time for supper, and the farmer, his wife, and their daughter all welcomed him 

happily, to talk once more of plans for a wedding. 

 Trinity 16 

 

Theme: A lesson from Esther 

Bible Reading 

Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 

Preparation 

Find a suitable version of the story of Esther. If possible, find a greggor (a rattle waved at the Jewish 

festival of Purim and shaped like an old fashioned football rattle) and some percussion instruments. 

Look out some pictures of ‘good’ and ‘bad’ characters e.g. Mother Teresa, Jesus, Henry VIII, Luke 

Skywalker and Darth Vader, the wolf and Red Riding Hood, Gandalf and Sauruman, Robin Hood and 

the Sheriff of Nottingham - whoever will be recognised by your children. 

Introduction 

Look at the pictures and ask the pupils to consider what makes people "goodies" or "baddies". 

. 

Explain that the story of Esther is read at the Jewish festival of Purim which celebrates the 

deliverance of the Jewish people. When the story is read from a handwritten scroll (megillah) 

children are encouraged to wave rattles similar to those used at football matches (Haman greggors) 

to drown the sound of the villain’s name.(Haman). 

The Message 

Tell the story of Esther (edited highlights concentrating on Esther’s courage, probably from a Bible 

story book would be best!) directing the pupils to jeer/ wave rattles/ instruments whenever 

Haman’s name is mentioned. 

Ask the pupils why Haman was bad (because he put himself before everyone else) and why Esther 

was good (because she put everyone else before herself) 

Look at some pictures of ordinary people; photographs of the children/teachers?! 

Explain that most people are mixtures of bad and good. Christians believe that God wants us all to 

be like Esther and put other people first, and that, with his help, we can be. 
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Prayer 

Begin with some quiet reflection considering how we might be "goodies" in our own lives and use 

the prayer of St Francis to take this further. 

Lord, make us instruments of Thy peace 

Where there is hatred, let us sow love 

Where there is injury, pardon 

Where there is discord, union 

Where there is doubt, faith 

Where there is darkness, light 

Where there is sadness, joy. 

Grant that we may not seek so much to be consoled as to console; 

To be understood as to understand; 

To be loved as to love; 

For it is in giving that we receive, 

In pardoning that we are pardoned, and in dying that we are born to eternal life. 

Amen 

St Francis of Assisi 

Esther is not the only great Old Testament story but is one of the few with a heroine - you may like 

to tell the stories of other heroes and heroines - Ruth, Samuel, David, Noah, Gideon, Deborah etc 

  

Trinity 17 

Theme: Children are best! 

Bible reading 

Mark chapter 10 verses 13-16 

Preparation 

You need two flashcards (examples below) 

If you have a copy of one of the famous paintings of Jesus with children, or an appropriate picture in 

a Bible story book you may like to use that here. 

The aim of the introductory activity is to show that sometimes things are made far more 

complicated than they need to be. Older pupils will realise what you have done if they have worked 

on writing step-by-step instructions. 

Introduction 

Tell the children that you are starting the assembly with a competition. You want two teams of three 

people (one of whom must be a good reader). The two teams will both be given a task, and the ones 

to do it fastest win. 

Each team has one reader and two runners. The reader reads out the instructions and the runners 

carry them out. The runners all go at the same time. 

One group has the flashcard: 

http://www.turnbacktogod.com/jesus-christ-wallpaper-set-04-jesus-with-children/
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• Go and find your best friend and bring them back here. 

The second group has the flashcard: 

• Look around the room and see where your best friend is sitting. Make your way over to your 

best friend as quickly as you can. Tell them that they have to come with you to the front of 

the hall. Lead them back up to me. 

If this works properly then the first team should arrive back first! Discuss why. 

Both teams were doing exactly the same thing, but it was far more complicated for the second team 

because they had to listen to a much longer set of instructions first. Was it important to do full 

instructions for this activity? Sometimes people make things in life very complicated when they 

could be very simple. 

The Message 

In a way this reminds us of one of the really well-known stories about Jesus. When you read about 

Jesus you find that he loves everyone and wants to talk with everyone. The important men of Jesus’ 

time found this very difficult to understand – they just could not believe that he wanted to spend 

time with women or poor people, or people who were unpopular like tax collectors, when he could 

be spending time with them instead. 

There is one particular story where parents were bringing their children to Jesus. They wanted him 

to bless them and pray for them. Jesus’ followers pushed the children away because they felt it was 

far more important that Jesus spent time with the adults rather than being distracted by the 

children. The story says that Jesus got angry at this and told them that it was very important that the 

children were allowed to come to him. He also told the adults that they should be more like the 

children, because the children trusted and believed in Jesus without making things all complicated, 

or worrying about things like religious rules, or who was the most important. This is why you often 

see pictures of Jesus surrounded by children. 

So the readers for the two teams at the beginning of the assembly were rather like the adults and 

the children in the story. The reader for the fast team had the simple instructions, and s/he was like 

the children who went straight to what is important. The reader for the slower team had more 

complicated instructions, so this made him/her like the adults who wanted to know exactly how 

everything worked and spent much longer getting to the important bit. 

Perhaps this means that all the adults in the churches should spend time listening to what the 

children think is important, now wouldn’t that be interesting? 

Prayer 

Pray for your local church(es) and the place of children in your church community. 

  

Stories about children in the Bible include Samuel in I Samuel 3; David I Samuel 16; 

  

Trinity 18 
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Theme: Not doing bad is not the same as doing good! 

Bible Reading 

Mark 10:17-22 

Preparation 

Prepare cards with the following statements: 

• I have not stolen anything on my way to school. 

• I have not told lies about other people. 

• I have not hurt any animals today. 

• I have not bullied anyone. 

• I have not been nasty to my younger sister/brother. 

• I have not broken any school rules so far! 

And a second selection with similar statements to these: 

• I tidied my bedroom before I came to school. 

• I fed the guinea pig/dog/cat/ etc. this morning. 

• I made friends with a new boy/girl in the playground. 

• I spent the right amount of time on my homework. 

• Add any appropriate local issues. 

Introduction 

Show the first set of cards and discuss them. Ask how many of the children can agree with those 

statements. Apart from the words ‘I have’ what is the other word common to all of them - the 

word ‘NOT’. 

You may want to tell a story about the boy who stood by as a fight developed in the playground. 

When asked why he didn’t do something to stop the fight he replied, ‘well, I didn’t join in.’ 

Introduce the Bible story in your own words. Point out the things that the young man had not done. 

Then discuss what Jesus asked him to do - to give away his money to the poor and then follow Jesus 

himself. . Do you think that the young man did it? Did he go and give his money to the poor? Do you 

think he came back later and said to Jesus, ‘I have done what you asked – I have given away 

everything I have’? Probably the answer is no - Jesus knew that for the man his wealth was more 

important than anything else. 

Show the second set of cards and discuss them. Point out the difference – the word ‘not’ is missing. 

It is easy enough to say and think ‘I have not done something’ – it is much harder to actually do 

something useful that helps other people. Think of issues that fall into this category at your school. 

Prayer 
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Jesus, friend and brother, 

Help us to understand that simply not doing something is not enough. May we follow your example 

of caring so much that you came, lived amongst us and died for us. 

Amen. 

This might be a good opportunity to introduce some acts of worship based on charities or altruistic 

individuals (including saints?) 

  

 

Trinity 19 

 

Theme: I am so small 

Bible Reading: 

Job chapter 38 verses 1-7, 

Preparation 

You need images to show of some of the wonders of the universe http://www.nasaimages.org/ has 

some wonderful examples. Include at least one image of the earth from space. You may like to have 

some suitable music to play as well - e.g. Holst's Planets Suite. 

Introduction 

Can you think of a time when you thought something like "that's not fair, why should that happen to 

ME?" There are a lot of people every day who think the same thing. It may be that something nasty 

has happened, like they have been mugged, or bullied, or it could be something quite small like their 

pencil has broken, whatever it is, at that moment they feel hurt and picked on. 

The Message 

In the Bible you can find a whole book about a man called Job. He had a lot of reasons to ask "Why 

me?" His children had died when a house collapsed, he had lost all his wealth and property, and he 

had the most awful skin disease. His life was a mess! His three friends were not much help - they 

assumed that Job was being punished by God for something he had done wrong and so they came 

round and talked with him and accused him of being bad, and they even tried to get him to curse 

God, but even when Job was feeling at his lowest, that was one thing he would not do. 

In the story God then steps in to answer Job and his friends, and he begins by asking "where were 

you when I created the earth?" 

Read Job chp 38 vss 4-7 slowly to the accompaniment of the images (and music). You may like to 

explain first that the reading is in old fashioned poetry, so may be a little difficult - but pupils should 

"get the feel of it". 

Ask how seeing the images of the universe makes people feel. They are probably literally in the 

picture when you show a photograph of the appropriate part of the globe - but can they see 

themselves? 

http://www.nasaimages.org/
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God was showing Job how small he was in comparison with Himself and the universe. Because we 

are inside our own head, we sometimes think we are the most important person in the world and 

deserve special treatment - but looking at the photographs shows us that's not right! But the 

amazing news is that even although we are so small and insignificant, God knows and loves each one 

of us through and through. He knew and loved Job too - and at the end of the story you will find that 

God praises Job for being loyal to Him and makes him a wealthy and happy man again. 

Reflection 

You may like to continue using photographs at this point. 

Think of the tiniest, of tiny, tiny things. 

Think of the hugest of huge, enormous things. 

Imagine the God who made the tiny things. 

Imagine the God who made the huge things. 

  

Prayer 

Dear God, as we look up into the sky, or into the heart of a flower help us to remember you and the 

love that you have for us. Amen 

The Creation stories in Genesis 1 & 2 could be used in worship in a similar way You may also like to 

do something making use of the world population clock at http://www.worldometers.info/world-

population/http://www.worldometers.info/world-population/ 

  

Year C 

 

4th Sunday before Advent 

 

Theme: Choosing a Leader 

Bible Reading 

I Thessalonians 2: 9-13 

Preparation 

The apostle Paul stayed in Thessalonica and established a church there before he was forced to 

leave because the Jews were jealous of the way he preached. He wrote to his Christian friends to 

encourage them, and to answer their questions. In this reading he reminds them of his own conduct 

among them, reminding them that he worked for his living as well as preaching, and showed them 

by example the sort of life they should be living as people who loved God. 

Introduction 

You might like to think about the sort of people we choose as leaders. If you have time, you could 

collect some pictures of people that we see as leaders - politicians, sports stars, pop stars, actors etc. 

http://www.worldometers.info/world-population/
http://www.worldometers.info/world-population/
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The message 

Shaun hated Tuesday afternoons. First of all they always had PE, and that was so embarrassing. As 

long as he could remember, he was the last person to be able to catch a ball, or balance or 

remember the steps of the dance. Even Rosie Jones could jump higher than him. If only it was 

summer, they could go swimming, which he loved - but it was only halfway through the Autumn 

term. 

But worse than any form of PE was what followed at the end of a Tuesday. All this term, ever since 

Mrs Pendleton had been their teacher, they had Talk Time - and Shaun hated it. Mrs Pendleton 

made them sit round in a circle, and they had to talk about things - sometimes they talked about 

how things that were happening in school; sometimes they found ways of making people feel 

special; sometimes they talked about 'issues'. It was all very interesting - but Mrs Pendleton spoilt it 

by making everyone say something. 

Shaun had lots of thoughts - but they didn't often come out right. It had always been the same, from 

his very first day at school. Now he had lots of friends in the class, but he rarely put up his hand to 

answer a question, and never offered for a speaking part in class assemblies or entertainments. 

Every time he knew he would have to speak, his tongue seemed to stick to the top of his mouth, and 

his tummy knotted up inside so that he thought he would be sick. 

The best time on a Tuesday, or indeed any day, was once the school day ended. Because of her 

work, Shaun's mum couldn't pick him up until 3.45. Somehow, he'd got into the habit of tidying up 

the classroom while Mrs Pendleton drank a cup of coffee and prepared some of the work for the 

next day. He didn't mind talking then, while he tidied up books or sharpened pencils. 

Today Mrs Pendleton was talking about leaders. What sort of person would you choose as a leader? 

James, who was top in almost every subject, felt that it ought to be someone who was very clever. 

Maria, who had family members all over the world, and was always flying somewhere, felt that the 

best leader was someone who understood the world. Oliver thought a leader ought to be a good 

sportsman. Jenna, who always had plenty of friends, felt that a leader should be someone who was 

popular. Shaun couldn't think of anything - but stuttered that it ought to be someone who could 

speak well. The class laughed at that point. 

'Well,' said Mrs Pendleton, 'what about work? Would your leader work as well?' 

Everyone thought that the leader should only do their special work, not anything else. 

Sometimes, in Talk Time, Mrs Pendleton talked about religious things, and she encouraged the 

children to think about how their thoughts fitted in with their faith. 

'Christians believe that Jesus Christ is the greatest leader of all.' she said. 'He taught that you 

couldn't be a leader without being a servant. She went on to tell the class all about the apostle Paul. 

Even though he was one of the most important followers of Jesus Christ (an apostle), he always 

remembered Jesus' words about being a servant. Paul was a tentmaker by trade, and, although he 

travelled all over the Roman empire telling people about Jesus, he didn't expect other people to pay 

for his food or his lodging. He usually worked as a tentmaker as well as telling people about God's 

love. 

At the end of Talk Time, Mrs Pendleton announced that the class would have to choose a Class 

Captain, who would also represent the class on the School Council. Everyone was quiet for a 

moment. James really felt it ought to be him. Oliver was already captain of the football and cricket 

team and realised that being captain could be quite hard work. 
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Suddenly Eleanor piped up, 'I know who should be Class Captain, Mrs Pendleton. 

'Yes, Eleanor' encouraged the teacher. 

'It should be Shaun… when I was so upset because Mum was ill, and wouldn't tell you, he helped 

me.' 

'You remember when I fell over doing the high jump, and bruised myself, ' Rosie interjected. The rest 

of the class tried hard not to laugh, because they remembered very well. ' Well, I was really 

embarrassed, and never wanted to do sports again, but Shaun came and sat with me, and reminded 

me of all the things that he'd done wrong in PE - and then he entered the high jump competition, 

just so I wouldn't come last!' 

' Yes,' said Aleksy, ' and when I first came here, and couldn't speak English properly, he always 

listened to me and encouraged me.' 

'And when I'm rushing to be off with my friends, he helps clear up my base,' added Jenna. 

'When I had to write that story for the competition - you know, the one I won,' James contributed ' 

he made sure that all my pencils were sharp.' 

One by one, all the class thought of a time when Shaun had listened to them, or helped them, or 

made sure they had the things they needed. 'Yes,' nodded Mrs Pendleton ' and at the end of the day, 

Shaun comes up with some really good ideas about things we can do, or what would make the 

classroom better. I think you've made a really good choice.' 

Shaun hardly knew what to say, apart from thanking everyone, and promising to continue to listen 

to them, to help them, and to find a way of speaking up for them, even if it was going to be hard. 

Time to reflect: 

What kind of leader would we be if we were chosen? Here is the prayer of St Francis again - Listen 

carefully to the words of the prayer and the afterwards we shall think about what are the special and 

important things it tells us about being a leader.  St Francis' Day was 4th October, we have used this 

prayer several times this term. 

Prayer of St Francis of Assisi 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: 

where there is hatred, let me sow love: 

where there is injury, pardon: 

where there is doubt, faith: 

where there is darkness, light: 

where there is despair, hope, 

and where there is sadness, joy. 

Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 

to be consoled as to console, 

to be understood as to understand, 

to be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive, 

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

and in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen 

Also this week -there are several stories about choosing leaders in the Bible, which show different 

qualities, e.g: David- I Samuel chp 16 vss 1-13; Gideon - Judges chp 6 vss 33-40; the temptations of 

Jesus and the wrong way to become a leader - Matthew chp 4 vss 1-11 
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The preceding Sunday is actually Remembrance Sunday and the centenary of the Armistice which 

ended the First World War.  Undoubtedly your parish church will have held a Remembrance Service, 

rather than used the readings for the Third Sunday before Advent - but we assume that you will have 

actually held your own special act of worship for this last week, rather than the week to come.   

 

Third /Sunday before Advent 

Theme: Get Ready to Get Ready 

Bible Readings 

Mark 1.14-20 

Preparation 

To find a picture for this assembly go to www.textweek.com/art/calling_disciples.htm 

There are many well-known paintings of Jesus calling the fisherman and you can find a number of 

them through this website. You may like to choose one which reflects a style of art which some of 

your pupils are currently studying. 

Half term is over, the leaves are falling from the trees, the nights are dark, and midwinter suddenly 

seems to be approaching fast. And with midwinter comes Jesus, as the Christchild, born in 

Bethlehem. We start to get ready for Christmas and in the Church, we enter the Kingdom season, 

the time when we prepare to prepare, for if Advent is the time when we prepare for the coming of 

Christ, in the Kingdom season we get ready for Advent. 

It begins with All Saints Day on 1st November and All Souls Day on 2nd, when we remember those 

who have gone before us, then the church colour changes to red as we reflect on what the Kingdom 

of God, where Jesus comes as king, might require of us. And one of those things may be Repentance, 

confronting the fact that we need to give up our addiction to what is selfish or bad, and be prepared 

to change. The short Bible readings set for this week is about this. 

The Story 

I wonder if anyone can think of a way that they have changed recently? Just think on your own for a 

minute: is there a way in which you have personally (physically) changed recently? Would anyone 

like to share what they have thought of with everyone else. You don't have to share what you have 

thought of, but if you would like to share, we shall be interested. (Accept and celebrate all offerings: 

lost teeth, haircuts, new family members, bigger shoes etc. whatever is offered.) 

We are going to hear a short story from the Bible in which people change. Listen carefully to the 

story from St Mark's Gospel in the New Testament and see if you can hear in what way the people 

changed. If you listen really hard, you might notice what it is. Let's listen very carefully together. 

Read from the New Testament (or a bible story book) , St Mark's Gospel Chapter 1, verses 14-20. 

After the reading discuss what you heard. There were six people in the story. Can we work out who 

they were? (You may want to note down the names on a board.) Four of them did the same thing 

which involved a big change - what was it? 

http://www.textweek.com/art/calling_disciples.htm
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And at the beginning of the story, we hear about Jesus telling people who were listening to him 

speaking, to do something. Can anyone remember what it was? (If no one can remember, or even if 

they can, it may be helpful to re-read the few words at the beginning of the Gospel passage: 'Jesus 

proclaimed the Gospel from God saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is close at 

hand. Repent and believe the Gospel."') I wonder what the word 'Repent' could mean? Would 

anyone like to try and explain for us. 

Repent means to be sorry about bad things we have done; to regret having done something; to want 

to do things better. I wonder if there are things that you might want to repent of, things that you are 

sorry about? Sit quietly for a moment and see if you can think of anything. You don't need to share 

this with anyone else - it is just your own private thought. You may like to think, as well, how you 

might do this. 

At this time of the year, as we being to think about Christmas getting closer, and remember about 

Jesus coming into the world, Christians start to prepare for the coming of Jesus as a baby (the 

Incarnation). And one of the things they try to do to get ready, is to do what Jesus told people when 

he grew up, they try to repent. To think what they have done wrong, to say sorry, repent and follow 

Jesus a bit more closely. The four fishermen changed their life completely: they left their jobs and 

went to follow Jesus as his closest friends. But we can all change a bit and try to be better people. 

Prayer 

You may like to turn out the lights before you light four candles to remind you of the four fishermen, 

Simon and Andrew, James, and John. 

Be still, look at the candles and let them remind you that Jesus came into the world like a light to 

show us the way. Listen to the words of the prayer and say Amen if you would like to, to make it 

your prayer. 

Loving God, 

you care dearly for each of us. 

Be close to us, 

help us to know what is right, 

and to turn away from what is wrong 

so that we, too, can shine as your lights in the world. Amen 

Also this week you could look at the call of some of the other disciples or people who followed Jesus 

e.g. Levi (aka Matthew) Luke 5: 27-32; Zacchaueus Luke 19:1-10; Saul / Paul Acts 9; 

 

2nd Sunday Before Advent 

 

Matthew chapter 25 verses 14-30 

Theme: The Parable of the Talents 

Preparation 

This is one of the most famous of Jesus' parables - in fact if you "google" it you will find several 

versions of this assembly story online. 
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If you think "The Apprentice" TV programme might be familiar to your pupils then it would be apt to 

make links across to this and perhaps tell the story in this way - you could use some shots from the 

TV programme. 

Introduction 

Ask the pupils to put their hand up if they have a special talent. - really you should have everyone 

with their hands up at this stage because each one of us does have a special gift, whether it is an 

innate skill or what might be called a character trait. Encourage pupils to put up their hand a second 

time, this time if they can tell you what talent someone else in the room has and take a few 

examples. 

The Message 

Jesus told a parable about people and talents - when he told the story a "talent" was actually a large 

amount of money - it would be about £400,000 in money today. 

Jesus's story was about a rich businessman who had to go away for a long period and left his key 

executives in charge of his business. He divided the money up that he had and told them he 

expected them to work hard and make plenty more money for him while he was away. 

He gave his top man £2,000,000 (5 talents) to work with, then he gave one of the other members of 

the team £800,000 (2 talents)and then finally the last of his officers was sent off with just £400,000 

(1 talent). 

Now the businessman expected when he came back after his business trip that his team would have 

been working hard to help his business grow. He was delighted to find out that the first two of his 

executives had both doubled their money (ask the children to do the maths) and so he gave them a 

well-earned promotion. However, when he asked the last man what he had done with the money, 

he was shocked to find that the answer was "nothing" - in fact, the man had been so scared of his 

boss that he had hid the money under his bed to keep it safe. The boss was furious with how stupid 

his worker had been "Even if you were that worried" he said "You could have put the money in the 

bank and then it would have earned some interest!". "You're fired! The boss then took the £400,000 

and gave it to his top executive as a bonus. 

So how does this story help us think about our own talents? You may like to see if the pupils can 

interpret it or make suggestions. It tells us that we must use our talents and not hide them away or 

neglect them - they are a gift given to us by God and should be nurtured. We shouldn't give up just 

because we look at someone else and think "they are more talented than I am" - if you like to sing, 

join a choir - you don't have to be a TV star etc. 

Prayer 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for the gifts and talents that you have given us, may we use them 

well and enjoy them, and through them bring pleasure and help to others. Amen 

You could use the acts of worship this week to share some other parable stories - some stories turn 

up frequently in school worship - such as the Good Samaritan - while others don't get heard at 

all.  There are lists online to help you. 

 

Christ the King 

http://swapmeetdave.com/Bible/Parables/List-In-Order.pdf
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Theme: King of the World 

READING 

Jeremiah chapter 23 verses 1-6 

PREPARATION 

You need some crown shapes cut out of paper or card, large enough to write on. You may like to 

turn these into part of a display, so they could be made as a paperchain, or perhaps pegged on a 

washing line. 

You may like to use the song "If I ruled the world" as your entrance or exit music if you have a 

recording readily available. 

INTRODUCTION 

By now you are probably on a countdown to Christmas and can tell how many days it is to go - but 

can you tell how many days it is to New Year? Collect answers. 

Not everyone uses a calendar which begins on 1st January; if you are a Muslim then your New Year's 

Day was on 3rd October (Al-Hijra), or if you are a Hindu then you also had your New Year a few weeks 

ago on 30th October when Divali began. For Christians, the Church's New Year begins next Sunday 

(Advent Sunday - four Sundays before Christmas - this year 27th November), so there are actually 

only *** days to go before we could wish each other "Happy New Year". 

THE MESSAGE 

In churches the last Sunday of the old year has several special names. One of these is "Christ the 

King" and all the different readings from the Bible that are used tell how God is going to send new 

rulers who will look after His people better than the old ones, and that for Christians this is Christ the 

King. 

What would we do if we were made king or queen of the world for the day? What are the laws we 

would make? What would we tell people to do to make the world a better or nicer place for 

everyone? Collect suggestions from the assembly and discuss them together. Write key words on 

your paper crowns. 

In a sense these ideas that have been offered by the children are also New Year Resolutions for the 

world. As (unfortunately) none of them are going to get the chance to really be king of the world, 

they are not likely to be able to put them into operation on a global scale. However, there may be 

equivalents you can think of on a school or classroom scenario, and you can ask the children how, 

for example, "world peace" translates into something they can do in their own lives. It is no good 

hoping or praying for things to be made right or sorted out by other people if we are not each 

prepared to look at the way we operate in our own little worlds! 

PRAYER 

As you celebrate this assembly unhappily there is sure to be fighting somewhere in the world, so 

prayers for a world which reflects the words you have on your crowns seems very appropriate. 

Alternatively, another name for the last Sunday of the Christian Year is "Stir-up Sunday". This name 

comes from the post communion prayer which is used in the Eucharist on this Sunday, and which 

housewives traditionally are said to take as an indication to get busy "stirring-up" the Christmas 
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pudding so that it is ready in time for the celebrations. You might like to use a version of the prayer 

such as the one below: 

Stir us up Lord, so that we may do things which are right and good to the benefit of all mankind, 

through Jesus Christ Our Lord. Amen 

The actual words are: Stir up, we beseech thee, O lord, the wills of thy faithful people; that they, 

plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works, may of thee be plenteously rewarded; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

  

Taking the theme further this week you could: look at some of the parable stories Jesus told about 

kings and rulers – they show what kind of king God is, and what He expects of His people  e.g. the 

parable of the unforgiving debtor Matthew chp 18 vss 23-35; the labourers in the vineyard Matthew 

chp 20 vss 1-16; the talents Matthew chp 25 vss 14 

 

1st Sunday in Advent 

The Jesse Tree 

BIBLE READING 

Jeremiah chapter 33 verses 14-16 (printed here in the text from the Jerusalem Bible, which 

specifically uses the words, 'I shall make an upright Branch grow for David'. 

PREPARATION 

There is quite a lot of preparation this week, as the suggestions for collective worship over the rest of 

this term centre on the making of a Jesse Tree. The Jesse Tree, with its religious symbols, is a more 

useful focus for thinking about the message of Advent and Christmas than is the traditional 

Christmas Tree. 

• You will need to cut or find a bare branch which is a good shape. The size will depend on 

where you are going to display it. It will look more seasonal if you spray it gold, silver or 

white. Put it in a pot large enough to hold it upright with some sand or soil. Alternatively you 

could make a 2D wall display or use your normal Christmas tree. 

• You will also need a model of a harp, the symbol of King David; a rose or lily flower to 

represent Mary the Mother of Jesus and a picture of an old man with a beard lying down 

asleep. If you would like to have pictures of the characters to go with the symbols (i.e. a 

picture of Mary and a picture of David) you will need to make these too. 

• 18 little scrolls made out of gold card, just large enough for the names of prophets to be 

written on them. 

• You could have other things to go on the tree to make it brighter at the end - some stars or 

paper flower buds. 

• You will need to ensure that you have a way of hanging all the above on the tree - cotton 

loops or hooks made out of florist's wire or something similar. 
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If you would like to make a proper Jesse Tree with a story for each day of Advent (highly 

recommended) then jettison these three acts of worship and instead plan a full set of Bible stories 

and symbol making. There are plenty of materials available on-line to help you, including both lists of 

stories to be covered and templates for the symbols 

e.g. http://www.crivoice.org/jesse.html ......http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/ac

tivities/view.cfm?id=545 ..... http://www.4catholiceducators.com/jesse-tree.htm 

INTRODUCTION 

At about this time of year we start to think about Christmas trees. But if you put up a real Christmas 

tree too early it will be dead by Christmas day - all the needles will be in the vacuum cleaner and the 

branches will all, be bare. 

We are also doing lots of other things to start getting ready for Christmas. (You could ask about the 

kind of thing that people are involved with at present…) 

MESSAGE 

Last Sunday was Advent Sunday, the day when Christians start the countdown to Jesus' birth. And 

one of the ways that we can do this is with another sort of tree - we could call it an Advent Tree 

because we use it in Advent so that we can save up our Christmas trees until it is really Christmas. 

The Advent Tree reminds us that we are getting ready for the coming of Jesus. It reminds us that 

there were lots of people who were waiting for Jesus to come. We can hear stories about some of 

them in the Old Testament of the Bible. Can you think of the names of any people that we have 

heard of in the Old Testament? 

To make the Advent Tree, we have to remember certain people especially - and each one has a sign 

(or symbol if you have explored that word before) to remind us of who they are. Here is one sign of 

a person that we read a lot about in the Old Testament and who has a very important place on this 

Advent Tree. (Produce the model of or cut out picture of a harp). Does anyone know who this 

reminds us of? 

(The harp is a symbol of David because he was said to be a great musician and the composer of many 

of the psalms.) 

King David was said to be one of Jesus' ancestors. In St Matthew's Gospel there is a long list of Jesus' 

ancestors and King David is there in the list. So King David has a place on our Advent Tree. It's a bit 

like a family tree. If it is Jesus' family tree, who else should we have on it? . . . Mary, the mother of 

Jesus goes near the top. Mary has all sorts of signs - sometimes a rose, sometimes a lily - so we can 

put a sign for Mary somewhere just below the top of our tree. 

But there is someone else who is quite important who needs to go on the tree. It is someone that 

you may not have heard of - but let's see. He is the father of King David. He is mentioned in the Bible 

- there just might be someone who knows his name. 

King David's father was Jesse (pronounced Jessy). (It probably sounds a bit like a girl's name to most 

of you!) He had lots of sons and David was the youngest one. They couldn't believe that the 

youngest son was the one chosen to be the king - but he was. On the Advent Tree, Jesse is always 

shown as an old man asleep - with the tree growing out of his middle. So let's put him at the bottom 

of the tree now. Because he is first person on this family tree Jesse actually gives it his name: the 

proper name for an Advent Tree is actually a 'Tree of Jesse'. People put them in churches that they 

were building long ago, and you can still see them today - every day of the year, not just in Advent. 

http://www.crivoice.org/jesse.html
http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/activities/view.cfm?id=545
http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/activities/view.cfm?id=545
http://www.4catholiceducators.com/jesse-tree.htm
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You can see them carved in stone or wood and some of the most beautiful ones are in stained glass 

windows, where of course, you can see all the people in bright colours. 

The reading from the Old Testament this week is about the Jesse Tree. 

`Look, the days are coming, the Lord declares, when I shall fulfil the promise of happiness I made 

to the House of Israel and the House of Judah: In those days and at that time, I shall make an 

upright Branch grow for David, who will do what is just and upright in the country. In those days 

Judah will triumph, and Israel live in safety. And this is the name the city will be called: the Lord is 

our Saving Justice.'' 

The tree is still a bit bare, isn't it? The idea is that as Christmas gets closer, more and more things 

appear on the tree to help us see that Christmas is approaching and the coming of Jesus is getting 

nearer. 

What else do you think we ought to have on the tree? Remember we don't want Christmas things 

yet - but things that will remind us that Jesus is coming, and we are getting ready for him. On the 

Jesse Trees you see in churches, they usually show some of the prophets in the Old Testament who 

looked forward to Jesus coming. There are 18 books of Prophecy in the Bible. Here are 18 gold 

scrolls: maybe people can look in a Bible and find the names of the prophets and write their names 

on the scrolls and hang them on the tree, then it will begin to look a bit fuller, and we shall know 

that we are getting closer to Christmas. 

We could also put stars on or flower buds, a few at a time so that by the time Christmas comes the 

tree will look as though it has burst into flower. 

PRAYER 

(This is the Common Worship post-communion prayer for Advent Sunday.)  

O Lord, our God, make us watchful and keep us faithful 

as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; 

that, when he shall appear, he may not find us sleeping in sin 

but active in his service and joyful in his praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

  

2nd Sunday in Advent 

Theme: Peace 

Bible Reading 

Isaiah 11.1-10 - selected verses 

Preparation 

Bible background: The Old Testament reading from Isaiah is one of the many beautiful and familiar 

passages from the Hebrew Bible or Old Testament used by Christian people in the season of Advent 

as they look forward to the coming of Jesus as a baby in Bethlehem. The image of peace which it 

portrays is particularly poignant and timely. 

If you have plenty of preparation time (and probably children to help you) make some simple animal 

face masks: a face on a sheet of A4 card of a relevant colour to be held with a drinking straw stuck 

on with sellotape: grey for a wolf, white for a lamb, spotted for a leopard, black for a goat kid, black 
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and white for a calf, yellow for a lion and brown for a bear. These should be of an adequate size for 

young children simply to hold in front of their faces. If you are really enthusiastic you could even, 

make a couple of snakes.  Alternatively you may wish to use photographs / drawings, or animal toys. 

Introduction 

This is the second week of Advent and the Bible reading this week is from the Old Testament. It 

describes one person's vision of a world where there is great peace. 

Sing a song about peace in the world. Choose your own or try 

Make me a channel of your peace (Come and Praise 149) 

The Pollen of Peace (Come and Praise 145) 

Peace is flowing like a river (Come and Praise 144) 

Message 

Invite or select some of the youngest children to come and choose an animal to represent by holding 

up a mask. Line them up looking at everyone and identify together what each animal is. Say that you 

would like to pair up the animals to share territory together and ask for suggestions about suitable 

pairings: warn people that this will be quite a hard task, but it is important that it is done. Stand the 

suggested pairs of animals together. What problems do you forsee from these arrangements? 

Remind people that this is the season of Advent when the church and Christian people prepare for 

the coming of Jesus as a baby in Bethlehem. However, it is not just today that people prepare for 

this coming. 

Long ago, in the days when the Bible was being written down, the Jewish people lived through 

terrible times of war and destruction. Sometimes there were battles and sometimes people were 

rounded up and taken away from their land to live as slaves or exiles in the lands of their enemies. 

They longed for peace and safety, and they prayed for a saviour who would rescue them. Their 

writers who were poets and prophets often wrote down their hopes about the Saviour, sometimes 

the called him 'the Messiah' and they tried to write down what they thought he might be like and 

how the world would be when they were rescued. One of the Prophets was Isaiah. His writing was 

especially beautiful, and we often hear it read in this time as we prepared for Christmas. 

Listen to these words and look at the animals. Listen very carefully to Isaiah's words because then 

we are going to re-arrange the pairs of animals. 

A new king will arise from among David's descendants. 

The Spirit of the Lord will give him wisdom, and the knowledge and skill to rule his people. 

He will judge the poor fairly and defend the rights of the helpless. 

He will rule his people with justice and integrity. 

Wolves and sheep will live together in peace, and leopards will lie down with young goats. Calves 

and lion cubs will feed together, and little children will take care of them. Cows and bears will eat 

together, and their calves and cubs will lie down in peace. Lions will eat straw as cattle do. Even a 

baby will not be harmed if it plays near a poisonous snake. 

Now rearrange the pairs of animals, remembering the description in Isaiah's prophecy. 

Isaiah and the people for whom he was writing really longed for peace. They knew that it would be 

very wonderful, but they couldn't really imagine how it would come. So they used pictures and 

poems to describe what they hoped it would be like. 
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Today in our world we need peace just as desperately. We need people to love and help each other, 

instead of frightening and fighting each other. We need this in the whole world, and in each 

community. It will be like a world where wolves and sheep live together, and leopards and goats. It 

will be a world where there is no more hating and no more hunger: a world where people help each 

other. 

That is the world that Jesus, the Saviour, and the Messiah came to help us build. And we each need 

to hope that we can play our part in building that world and pray for the grownups who are trying to 

do that now in the many parts of the world where there is war and hatred. 

Prayer 

O Lord, 

come among us with your great power and help us, 

so that when our sins seem to stop us doing your good work, 

we will know you are there to support us; 

through Christ our Lord, who came as a baby in Bethlehem, yet rules for ever in heaven. 

Amen. 

Taking the theme further this week you could: continue with the theme of changing the world to be 

like God’s kingdom, using a focus of the Beatitudes Matthew chp 5 vss 1-12 

  

  

Jesse Tree 3 

BIBLE READINGS 

Verses from Zephaniah chapter 3 verses 14-20 Philippians chapter 4 verses 4-7 

If you would like to make a proper Jesse Tree with a story for each day of Advent (highly 

recommended) then jettison these three acts of worship and instead plan a full set of Bible stories 

and symbol making. There are plenty of materials available on-line to help you, including both lists of 

stories to be covered and templates for the symbols 

e.g. http://www.crivoice.org/jesse.html ......http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/ac

tivities/view.cfm?id=545 ..... http://www.4catholiceducators.com/jesse-tree.htm 

PREPARATION 

Make some bells to hang on the Jesse Tree. You can sometimes buy tiny bells (e.g. for cat collars) at 

pet shops. Or you can make 'bells' in a number of ways: with silver foil over the end of an adult's 

finger, or by covering pieces of egg box with foil - in which case you can add a 'clapper' hung on a 

piece of florist's wire. Pet shop bells will ring, home-made 'bells' won't. It would also be good to have 

a recording of Purcell's 'Bell Anthem', Rejoice in the Lord always. This is a setting of the words from 

the Philippians Bible reading, called the Bell Anthem because of its instrumental introduction 

which sounds like a peal of bells. It is quite popular and can be found on many CDs of collections of 

Purcell's church music. Play it as the children are entering the hall and sit and listen to it for a few 

seconds before you begin to speak. 

You will also need to be able to teach the song Rejoice in the Lord always (95 in Come and 

Praise and 208 in Junior Praise) and again I say rejoice. It is very short and easy to sing - and it does 

not need instrumental accompaniment. 

http://www.crivoice.org/jesse.html
http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/activities/view.cfm?id=545
http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/activities/view.cfm?id=545
http://www.4catholiceducators.com/jesse-tree.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aJF8F2htpHA
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INTRODUCTION 

Christmas is getting very close now. What have you done to prepare for Christmas, and for the 

coming of Jesus? Don't forget what the prophet told us last week about what we need to do to get 

ready. 

MESSAGE 

This week we are going to finish off our Jesse Tree by putting some bells on it. (Invite some children 

to come and hang the bells on the tree.) What do bells remind us of? Did you hear the bells sounds in 

the music we listened to as you were coming into the hall? (You could listen again just to the 

beginning of the anthem.) Can anyone remember what the words of the anthem were? The words 

come from a letter written by St Paul. He was writing to some friends, and he told them to be joyful, 

and not to worry because the Lord is coming soon. Listen to what he said: May you always be joyful 

in your union with the Lord. I say it again: rejoice! Show a gentle attitude towards everyone. The 

Lord is coming soon. Don't worry about anything, but in all your prayers ask God for what you need, 

always asking him with a thankful heart. 

There is a much simpler song which uses those words. 

Teach the song 'Rejoice in the Lord always'. If you get really good or you know it already, you could 

sing it as a round. 

Now we are going to hear the words of another prophet, Zephaniah. His scroll is on the tree. He 

wrote long ago, encouraging people to get ready for the Lord to come. Let's hear some of his words 

now, they sound very much the same as the words St Paul wrote much later, after Jesus had come. 

They are very good words to remember as Christmas gets close and Jesus is coming. 

Invite 2 or 3 children to stand up and read the verses printed below from the Good News Bible 

translation. Different voices will make the words more interesting. 

Sing and shout for joy, people of Israel! Rejoice with all your heart, Jerusalem! The Lord has ended 

your punishment; he has removed all your enemies. 

The Lord will take delight in you, and in his love, he will give you new life. He will sing and be 

joyful over you, as joyful as people at a festival. 

The Lord says, 'I have ended the threat of doom and taken away your disgrace. The time is coming! 

The time is coming! Christmas is coming. 

And the message in the Bible is to be happy about that: to be joyful, to rejoice. (As we hear the bells 

ring on our Jesse tree - and when we hear the bells ring from our churches at Christmas, let them 

remind you of those words: Rejoice in the Lord always.) 

PRAYER 

Our prayer today is some more words from Paul's letter to his friends. They are very famous words 

and very precious to Christian people. May the peace of God which passes all understanding, keep 

our hearts and minds safe in union with Christ Jesus. Amen. 

  

 


