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Welcome  

 

We have compiled the suggested activities for an  Act of Worship each week of the Spring Term, 

2022, with a theme, relevant Bible reading, a message, an activity, and prayers plus suggestions for 

going deeper into the text and meanings. We hope you find this useful, inspirational, and relevant. It 

also  provides your school with a focus linked to the Church readings for each week. The Church of 

England compiles the readings over a three-year cycle , Years A,B and C. This programme is in Church 

Year A. 

Thank you for using our resources and materials from The Diocese of Ely Education team. They can 

all be found on the website  http://www.elyeducation.org/main/ 

 

Introduction to the Acts of Worship Plan  

The Church of England Lectionary is divided into three years of Bible readings (Years A, B and C) 

which follow on from each other in a continuous cycle. Each new Church Year begins with Advent 

Sunday which falls at the end of November or the beginning of December, four Sundays before 

Christmas Day.  

On each Sunday three readings are designated for use: usually one from the Old Testament, one 

from the Epistles and one from the Gospels. In each of the suggested acts of collective worship 

above the author has taken one of these three designated readings as their theme (except when a 

significant Christian feast day falls on a day within that week, when the readings for this day may 

have been used instead of the Sunday readings).By using the suggestions above regularly, your 

school will be able to follow the pattern of readings which will be taking place in your local parish 

church, week by week, over the whole of the Church’s Year. 

http://www.elyeducation.org/main/
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The dates given in the index are all Sundays. The colour is the appropriate colour of the Church’s 

year (– this will allow you to theme your hall for worship e.g. a coloured cloth for the worship table. 

Of course, you may choose to use some of the collective worship ideas at other times of the year, to 

fit in with your existing themed programme.  

The short titles beside each date will allow you to select those subjects of interest to you. These 

materials were originally devised to be stand alone. Several schools are using the lectionary 

suggestion to set their theme for the week,  so we  include suggestions of other Bible stories on a 

similar theme to the original reading at the bottom of each act of worship. These are entirely 

optional. 

 

Epiphany 

Theme: 'Gifts' 

Reading 

Matthew chapter 2 verses 1-12 

PREPARATION 

If you still have them available, bring out again the gifts of the Magi which were used in the school's 

nativity play. If you have a nativity set on display, this should be left out until after the Epiphany 

assembly. You may wish to reprise part of your nativity play from last term. 

You could use an incense stick, or similar, to create a strong perfume in the assembly hall - if you 

have something which is described as frankincense or myrrh, that would be even more evocative of 

the story. 

You may like to sing one of the traditional carols about the Magi as your hymn. 

INTRODUCTION 

One of the first questions you ask your friends at the beginning of the Spring Term is always "What 

did you get for Christmas?", so let's take this opportunity to share some news about our favourite 

presents this Christmas. 

Did anyone get a present which is something to do with what they might like to be or do when they 

grow up e.g. building blocks, a football, a make-up kit, a doctor's outfit, computer games? 

THE MESSAGE 

If you were looking for presents for a toddler or a new baby, what would you get? (Are there any 

young babies amongst your school families? You could ask what they were given.) 

The story we are remembering today is about the kind of presents the young child Jesus got from 

some rather special visitors, the presents were not very good presents for a young baby; they were 

all to do about what he was like, and what he would be when he grew up. Often, we tell this story as 

part of the Christmas story, and act it out in a nativity play, but really this story takes place a few 

months after Jesus was born. 
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Tell the story of the visit of the Magi to Jesus - no doubt the children will be able to assist you with 

this, you might even like to replay the appropriate part of last term's nativity play. 

The three gifts were all gifts with messages: 

• The precious gold tells us how Jesus is like a king, and Christians believe he is King of the 

World. 

• The expensive frankincense was used for worshipping God in temples, and it reminds us that 

Jesus is the Son of God 

• The myrrh is a perfume with a very strong smell and was used for burying with dead bodies 

to cover over their smell. It was a clue about how Jesus was going to die, and how important 

his death and resurrection would be to believers. 

These three gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh are probably the most famous presents of all time. 

The presents we had at Christmas may not have been quite so amazing or famous, but we have a lot 

to be thankful for, not just the material things but also the love of our families, health etc (you may 

like to collect other suggestions from the children here). For millions of people throughout the world 

though, their very best present will have been the coming of Jesus into the world, just like a present 

from God. 

PRAYER 

A prayer of thanks for the many different "gifts" we receive in our lives, and for the ultimate gift of 

Christ. 

Taking the theme further this week you could: 

• Look at stories of precious things and gifts e.g.: .the story of the pearl of great price Matt 

13.45f; the poor widow Lk 21. 1-4; the parable of the rich fool Lk 12.13-21; 

 

 

Epiphany 1 

THEME: The Baptism of Christ 

BIBLE READINGS 

Matthew chapter 3 verses 13-17 

PREPARATION 

Have available large images of the baptism of Jesus, showing the Holy Spirit descending like a dove. 

INTRODUCTION 

There will be special moments in everyone's life when you make a big choice about what to do next, 

and everything changes. Give an example from your own life or invite a staff member to 

contribute. For Jesus, that important moment came when he was about thirty years old and went 

down to the Jordan River. 
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THE MESSAGE 

John the Baptist preached to people two thousand years ago beside the Jordan River. He told the 

people who came to listen to him that they were wicked and needed to make their lives clean. The 

people who agreed with him asked him to baptise them by dipping them in the river. After they 

came out of the river they felt as if all their wrong old life had been washed away, and they tried to 

live a new kind of life and to follow John's instructions about worshipping God. 

One day Jesus joined the crowds who came to visit John. He did not actually need to clean up his life, 

but he wanted to support John and his followers. Jesus prayed and was dipped under the water just 

like everyone else, but when he came up out of the water, he felt something like a pure white dove 

come and settle on him. At the same time he heard God's voice saying to him "You are my Son and I 

love you; I am very pleased with you." In a way, Jesus was being told his special name and job and 

was beginning his special time of service to God, just as Christians, when they are baptised, become 

special members of God's family. 

For us that special moment which changes everything could come at any time in our lives too - it 

might be when we are thirty, or fifty, but it could be today! In Jesus' story he knew God was present 

at that moment in a very special way - he heard His voice, and felt Him, as the Holy Spirit, coming 

like a gentle dove. Jesus has made a promise that he will be with us in our special moments too. 

PRAYER 

Thanks that God knows each one of us by name (whether we are baptised or not) and cares for us 

and will be there for us. 

Other stories about new beginnings include: the healing of Legion Mark 5:1-22; the finding of the 

book of the law II Kings 22:1-20; the rich young ruler Matthew 19:13-27. 

 

Epiphany 2  

 

Skills and Talents 

BIBLE READING 1 

Corinthians chapter 12 verses 1-11 

PREPARATION 

You need two identical small gifts ( e.g. a packet of sweets) - one wrapped in clear plastic, so it can 

be seen what is inside, one badly wrapped in something like old newspaper, so that it appears 

unattractive and cannot be readily identified as a gift. 

You may like to have an OHT or sheets of paper and felt pens available in the assembly, to record the 

children's suggestions of skills. 

INTRODUCTION 
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Show the two gifts and ask one of the youngest children to come forward and choose one of the 

parcels to share with their class. Ask why they chose whichever parcel they did (almost certainly the 

one they could identify, unless they worked out this was a trick!) Ask them to open the other gift to 

show that the contents are actually identical. 

THE MESSAGE 

Explain how people are like the parcels, because inside we all have many different skills and talents - 

some people use their skills well and we know all about what they can do, and some people use 

them badly, or do not use them at all, so that they are hidden away. 

Ask the children for ideas of skills or talents which people have and establish with each one ideas of 

both how it could be used for good, and how it could be wasted or used for evil. ( E.g. footballers can 

use their skills to win games or to deliberately kick balls through windows; great writers could write 

wonderful novels or evil poison pen letters…etc etc) Try to encourage pupils to think about social 

skills, such as being a supportive listener or a good organiser, not just the obvious talents (you may 

have to prime an adult to introduce this into the discussion!). 

Almost two thousand years ago a great missionary called Paul wrote a letter to a church in Corinth 

(in Greece) about people and their talents. We still have his letter today in the Bible. It sounds from 

his letter as if the people in the church were arguing about which talents were most important and 

who were the most important people in the church. Paul's answer to this problem was that all these 

different talents were given to people by God, one wasn't any more important than the other. His 

message was that people should not get upset because someone else was good at something, and 

they weren't; instead, they should discover what their own special gifts and talents are and use them 

well. 

So . . which parcel do you think you are like? The one which shows what's inside and which people 

like? Or the one which hides all its good things inside and spoils them? (You are not expecting public 

answers to this question!) 

PRAYER 

Thank you for all the gifts and talents that God has given us and ask that these may be honoured and 

developed effectively by us. 

What else do we know about the Corinthians? As we do not often use Paul's letters in school 

collective worship , why not see if there are any other messages, we can take up from the letter to 

the Corinthians e.g.: I Corinthians 13 - the great passage on what love is like; I Corinthians 12:12-26 

we are many but one body (a message for any school!); II Corinthians 9 be generous. You can find 

the story of Paul setting up the church at Corinth in Acts 18:1-18. 

 

 Epiphany 3 

Using Talents 

BIBLE READING 1 

Corinthians chapter 12 verses 12-13a 
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PREPARATION 

None 

INTRODUCTION 

There is an artist by the name of Philippe Ussa. He makes tiny pieces of art. These are made from 

small pieces of metal which he shapes, sticks together with glue, and then paints. They are so small 

one cannot see what they are unless one views them through a magnifying glass. He used to have a 

museum in Bath which housed many of his exhibits including a flea sitting on the head of a pin. The 

model is so detailed that the flea is playing a violin. Another fantastic exhibit is an empty matchbox. 

When one first sees it, that is all one sees. And if one's eye stopped there, that is all one would ever 

see. But when one views it through the magnifying glass, one will see that there are five models of 

tiny fleas riding motorcycles around the matchbox. 

Another model is of a tiny violin, that actually plays. In fact it is the smallest violin in the world! 

There are many more incredible models in Philippe Ussa's collection. Perhaps you will have the 

chance to see some one day. 

THE MESSAGE 

In the Bible, Saint Paul writes about the Church. He tells us that it has a very important job to do. He 

says the Church is not just a building but people. People -all different. but each with a different job 

to do. Paul says its a bit like different parts of one body, all working together, but with Jesus as the 

head of the body. 

Each Christian is given a different talent to help them in their job to build the church. Christians 

believe that although they are small in comparison to God, they are a part of a much larger group. A 

much larger, new creation. 

So the next time you find yourself looking at something small, or feeling you are small, try to imagine 

that you are a part of something much larger. Perhaps God might even be using you to help others 

see that Jesus lives and moves around the world today. 

PRAYER 

A prayer of thanks for our different talents, and that although we all have different roles and 

responsibilities, we are all important to God. 

A parable about using our talents properly can be found at Matthew 25:14-30 

  

 Epiphany 4 

Theme: Follow the Light of Jesus 

Bible Reading 

Luke chapter 2 verses 25-35 

Preparation 

http://www.sugardoodle.net/joomla/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=7860
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Candlemas is celebrated on 2nd February but may be transferred to the succeeding Sunday. It 

celebrates the presentation of the baby Jesus in the Temple at Jerusalem forty days after his birth. In 

churches this may be remembered as a turning from Christmas towards Lent, and the service will 

include a turning towards the door of the church, a recitation of the Nunc Dimittis (Luke chapter 2 

verses 29-32), and the burning of last year's Palm Crosses to create the ashes for the Ash Wednesday 

imposition of ashes. Elements of this service have been incorporated into this act of collective 

worship. 

You will require candles which are safe to carry in procession (you may feel safer using battery 

torches!). You may also like to use a doll to symbolise the baby Jesus. 

Introduction 

Black out the assembly hall as effectively as possible. Select two children to play Mary and Joseph, 

and a sensible child from each class (it is probably wise to brief all of these beforehand). Give each 

child a candle. Stand the children at the front of the hall - light Mary and Joseph's candles. 

The Message 

Tell the story of the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple - explain how Jesus' parents brought him to 

the Temple, just as any other Jewish parents would have done at that time, to give thanks for his 

birth. Someone came up to them who had been waiting for them for very many years. Simeon 

recognised the baby as someone very special, whose life, and death, would affect people throughout 

the world. He told the parents about this, and they were amazed, but he turned out to be right, 

because Jesus' name is now known throughout the whole world. 

Simeon told Mary and Joseph that Jesus would be like a light for the whole world, and we remember 

this promise in the churches today with candles at a special service called Candlemas. 

Mary and Joseph should light the candles of the other pupils. Explain how, in the churches, people 

will have celebrated by a service which includes a turning towards the door of the church as if 

turning away from all the special celebrations of Christmas and looking forward towards Lent and 

Easter. This is what you are going to do now. The candle bearers should go and stand by the door of 

the hall, all the assembly should stand. 

Prayer 

Everyone should stand quietly for a few moments focussing on the candles and use the time to 

reflect on preparing for the future, and the story they have just heard. You may like to actually read 

the Nunc Dimmitis at this stage, although the language will be difficult for the children. 

In silence each class should follow its candle bearer back to their classroom - following their own 

special Jesus Light. Mary, Joseph and Jesus remain until everyone else has left. 

  

Other passages which include the idea of Jesus as true light of the world include: John1:1-18; John 

8:12; and can be linked with miracles in which Jesus healed the blind Mark 10:46-52. 

  

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XkVoRt73-4U
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5PzTrC9fREY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5PzTrC9fREY
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Candlemas 

 

Presentation of Christ  

BIBLE READING 

Luke chapter 2 verses 22-40 

PREPARATION 

None 

INTRODUCTION 

I suppose, like me, you have written 'thank you' notes to all those people who sent you presents at 

Christmas. If not, perhaps we have seen them to thank them for their gift. If not, perhaps we should 

do something soon! 

(If there is time one could ask the children for examples of when they said 'thank you' this 

Christmas) 

Sometimes at Christmas, we are given gifts we don't really like, but it’s still important to say 'thank 

you' -because we may only have looked at the gift itself and not seen the love behind it that was the 

reason it was given to us. 

It is only right and fair to say 'thank you' when we are given a gift. Especially if the gift was 

expensive. Or cost a lot! 

THE MESSAGE 

Even in Jesus time, people would want to thank God for things they were given. One time was when 

a new baby was born. 

Because he was from a Jewish family, Jesus' parents brought a gift into the temple to "thank you" to 

God for the new child in their family. Rich families were asked to bring a lamb as their thank you gift, 

but Jesus was from a poor family, and they could only bring two pigeons. 

We might think that is a strange way to act today. But it meant a lot to Joseph and Mary, and to all 

the people in the temple that day who said, 'thank you'. 

One very old man called Simeon, wanted to say 'thank you' to God for Jesus that day, because God 

had told him what was going to happen to Jesus when he became a grown man. He held the baby 

Jesus in his arms, lifted him up in the air, and told the people that Jesus wasn't just any baby, but a 

special baby because of what he had been born to do, later in his life. Simeon had been waiting 

many years for the arrival of baby Jesus and was very excited that he had seen him at last; he told 

the people around him that the arrival of such a special baby, meant that they too should offer a 

special '"thank you" to God, because everyone's life was going to be changed by what Jesus did. 

You know even more than Simeon about what Jesus actually did when he grew up, because you can 

read the stories about him in the Bible. But at this time of year, the Church remembers the day that 

Jesus was brought into the temple for the first time, and how Simeon reminded us too to say 'thank 

you' for Jesus. 
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Perhaps in our prayers, we should say 'thank you' to God. For those who give us gifts. For those who 

love us. And for all he gives us. Today we say a special 'thank you' to him for Jesus. 

PRAYER 

A prayer of thank you for God's gift to us in Jesus. 

  

First Sunday in Lent 

What is Faith? 

As Lent begins, Christians are on a long spiritual journey to Easter and the resurrection. It is a time 

for examining one's heart and thinking of the big questions of faith - so how better to start this 

season than by asking the question - What is faith? 

BIBLE READING 

Romans chapter 10 verse 11 only. 

"Scripture says, 'No-one who has faith in him will be put to shame'." 

PREPARATION 

Materials needed: 

a) A sheet of paper 

b) A paper airplane, (one that flies reasonably well) 

c) Some prescribed medicine that you have taken. 

  

INTRODUCTION 

Ask the question, 'What is Faith?', or 'What does it mean when someone says they have faith in 

you?', and if you are lucky, you will get some responses about belief or trust. Guide these towards 

the required answer which is 'believing in something you have no way of proving'.' 

Talk about scientists who claim that everything can be explained - the beginning of the world and so 

on - yet how many of them still are believers in God and of His work of Creation. 

Show the medicine. I have to take this medicine. I haven't the faintest idea of how it works or what it 

actually does, but I have faith in the doctor who prescribed them, and so I take it. 

Take the piece of paper and drop it - it floats to the ground. Without help this just falls out of the 

sky. 

This child's toy is heavier than air, yet it flies, I hope. Throw paper airplane and comment that it is 

made from the same type of paper as that just dropped. The planes we see every day are many 

times heavier than this piece of paper, yet they stay up for many times longer than this one did. 

Drop the piece of metal and explain that modern aircraft are made of just such material. I vaguely 

know the theory behind flight, but I still don't really understand it, yet I have faith enough in the 

designers and operators of aircraft to have travelled many miles in them. 
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Obviously with these simple examples, there are those who can explain what I lack in understanding 

but I am equally sure that there are things that they do not understand yet accept as facts. 

So, Faith enables us to accept that which we cannot explain or understand. Scientifically, we cannot 

explain the resurrection or how God can be three persons in one, yet Christians say that we believe 

in them, in the words of the Creed, at every church service they go to. 

Our Godparents and parents express their faith by saying "This is our faith", when a baby is baptised 

and believers say it again when they become full members of the church at Confirmation. All 

Christians continue to reaffirm it each Sunday. It is faith that sets Christians apart. Over Lent we are 

going to accompany some Christians on their faith journey. Here and through the rest of the week 

you can share some faith stories of ordinary people http://www.churchofengland.org/our-

faith/faith-stories-christianity-in-everyday-lives.aspx is a good place to start with this, but your own 

local community will have plenty of such stories of its own!. 

PRAYER 

Suggestion from a New Zealand Prayer book, 

Holy and eternal God, 

Give us such trust in your sure purpose, 

that we measure our lives 

not by what we have done or failed to do, but by our faithfulness to you. 

  

2nd Sunday in Lent 

Sports and Prizes 

BIBLE READING 

Philippians Chapter 3 verses 12-14 

PREPARATION 

Have a collection of sports things at the front, visible to the young people. 

Possibly: Have a copy of Chariots of Fire video if it is available and/ or have a copy of the book 

INTRODUCTION 

Ask the young people questions such as: 

• What sports they like? 

• It could be a game like football, or it could be something like skating or gymnastics (perhaps 

a pupil can come up and hold an item to represent their sport). 

• What would their dreams in that sport be? 

• What would be the greatest achievement in that sport? 

• What they have to do to reach that goal? 

http://www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/faith-stories-christianity-in-everyday-lives.aspx
http://www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/faith-stories-christianity-in-everyday-lives.aspx
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• What difficulties they might come up against in trying to reach their goal ? 

• What things might they have to give up to reach their goal ? 

• What about the times when they would feel like giving up ? 

Bible Reading 

Philippians:3 v 12-14 

Paul says: 

I do not claim that I have already succeeded ... 

I keep striving to win the prize ... 

I do not think that I have already won it ... 

The one thing that I do is to forget what is behind me and do my best to reach what is ahead ... 

So I run towards the goal in order the win the prize ... 

Explain: 

Paul is not aiming for a prize that he can see or hold but something more valuable to him than 

anything else in the world. 

For him as a Christian the thing he values most is following Jesus and the promise of the prize which 

is to eventually be with God. 

Sometimes it is difficult to do what we really think is important and right and it can involve us in hard 

choices and may be giving up something important to use. 

Brief Story of Eric Liddel - Film: Chariots of Fire 

It was the 1924 Olympics in Paris. Eric Liddel, the young Scotsman, who wanted to become a 

missionary to China, was due to represent England in the 100m sprint in which he was the favourite 

to win. Eric had told his sisters that, "God made me for a purpose - for China - but he also made me 

fast. And when I run I feel his pleasure". Eric truly possessed a gift, a gift to run like the wind, but in 

Paris, he found out that his desire to honour God by winning the race was not to be, because the 

heats for the 100m fell on Sunday and Eric simply refused to run on the Lord's Day, the Sunday. 

Tremendous pressure came upon him from all the race officials and from all the British coaches, but 

Eric's mind was made up - God was his highest priority. He refused to run on the Sunday because he 

did not believe that it was right that he did so. 

Eventually, someone gave him their place in another race, and he was entered into the 200m and 

400m events, both of which he had never run before. In the 200m event, he surprised many by 

taking the bronze medal, but it was in the 400m event that he really shone. Eric had drawn the worst 

starting position in the race, away out on the rim of the curve, the last spot to hear the starter's gun 

and with no visible competitor. Eric led from the start. The announcer began to get excited. "They've 

cleared the last curve. Liddel is still leading! He's increasing his lead! Increasing and increasing! Oh, 

what a race!". He choked with excitement. Against all odds, Eric had won the 400m, and not only did 

he win it, but he also broke the world record with his time. It was not the gold medal that honoured 

God, but Eric's putting God before everything else. 

Time of Quiet Reflection: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L-7Vu7cqB20
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We are in the time of Lent in the Church. 

A time for thinking about our lives and what is important to us. 

It is useful to stop and ask ourselves sometimes what are our goals. 

Sit quietly for a moment and think about your answers to these questions. 

• What things do you think are the really important things in life? 

• What would be even more important than winning a gold medical in the Olympics for you? 

• What do you think it is really, really worth working for? 

• What do you do when things go wrong, and you want to give up? 

• How can you keep working towards that goal? 

PRAYER 

Heavenly Father, help us to think about the things that are really important. 

Help us to hold on to what we think is right even when it is difficult 

Help us to work towards our goals even when it is hard going. 

Amen 

Many resources were put on-line for assemblies on the Olympic and Paralympic values - these could 

be linked in with this theme. 

 

3rd Sunday in Lent 

Rules and Second Chances 

  

BIBLE READING - Luke 13: 6-9 

PREPARATION 

Are there any stories that are topical - either in popular children's shows or in real life about people 

being given a second chance - or not being allowed one? Perhaps a talent show such as X Factor may 

provide you with a suitable example? 

From children's literature you could use The story of Tracy Beaker (Jacqueline Wilson) Tracy lives in a 

Children's Home but always hopes her mother will come for her. She manages to wreck all the things 

she looks forward to. Towards the end of the story, she is due to go out for lunch with a writer called 

Cam. While she's waiting, she has doubts - what if her mother comes while she's out. She manages 

to pick a fight and ends up in the Quiet Room. Convinced she has blown it, she is surprised when 

Cam comes to take her out. Over lunch it is clear that Cam is not blind to Tracy's faults - but likes her 

and wants to be with her just the same. 

There are also numerous examples in Harry Potter (Professor Dumbledore often gives Harry and his 

friends a second chance; Hagrid gets a second chance after keeping the dragon…) 
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Chose an example your children will know, and you are comfortable with. 

Refer to the story line that you have chosen. 

• What were the rules? 

• How did x break them? 

• What should be the consequences? 

• What would this mean for x? 

• What would having a second chance mean? 

• Why might it be a good idea to allow x a second chance? 

THE MESSAGE 

• Tell the story of the fig tree (maybe have a plant and some 'cutting and chopping', and some 

'tending and loving' garden equipment. 

• Talk with the children about the story. 

• Why do the children think the man should want figs from his tree? 

• Is he being reasonable? 

• What would they do if they were the man? 

• Why do they think the gardener stops him from cutting down the tree? 

• Do they think the gardener was right? 

God is like the gardener. Time and again his people break his rules. He really should punish them. 

Instead he treats them with love and forgiveness. Jesus, as he told the story, knew the gardener's 

love, and knew what the second chance (or third, or fourth.) would involve. 

It's worth helping children understand that all of us need God's second chance - not just naughty 

people, or those who are not very clever. 

As a response to God's love, draw out from the children ways they can offer other people a second 

chance. 

PRAYER 

Thank God for loving us so much that he never gives us up. 

Pray that we might see people as God sees them, love with his eyes, never see them as 'lost' and 

beyond help. 

The notion of second chance features in Bible stories such as: John the Baptist Luke 3:1-14; Jonah; 

the jailer at Philippi Acts 16; 

  

4th Sunday in Lent 
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Theme: Amazing Mum 

Bible Reading 

Exodus chapter 2 verses 1-10 

Preparation 

A photograph of your own Mother. (Make sure that you are happy to lead the introduction - if not 

ask a colleague to share the load.) 

Introduction 

Share a story about something special your mother did for you. Ask the children for similar 

examples. 

Remind them that last Sunday was Mothering Sunday and that in the churches people would have 

been hearing stories about the special mothers in the Bible - here is a very famous one: 

  

The Message 

Pharaoh was a strong king. He didn't like the people of Israel, who were living in his country of Egypt, 

and he ordered that they should be made into slaves. The slaves were then forced to make bricks 

that were used to build the pyramids, and houses for the people of Egypt. Pharaoh hoped that 

gradually he would kill all the people of Israel off with all the hard work, but it didn't happen, so next 

he ordered that all their baby boys should be put to death, so that eventually there would be only 

women and girls left. 

Imagine how desperate the families must have felt every time the Mum had a baby boy he was 

snatched away, and they never saw him again. One mother tried to hide her baby, but it became 

more and more difficult. The little boy got bigger, and he got noisier, at last he became too big to 

hide, and the parents decided that all they could do now was to trust God to care for him. 

So the mother made a basket out of strong papyrus leaves and lined it with waterproof tar and clay. 

The baby's big sister Miriam took the baby to the River Nile and placed the basket in the rushes that 

grew at the edge of the River. Then she waited and watched. 

A little while later, Pharaoh's daughter came down to the river to bathe. She heard the baby crying, 

and her maid found the basket and took the baby out. Pharaoh's daughter didn't have any children, 

so she decided to keep this one. The baby's sister came up and offered to find a nanny to care for 

the baby. She ran home and arranged for her mother to come and look after the baby! Pharaoh's 

daughter called the baby Moses. That means, 'I drew him out of the water.' 

Baby Moses was able to live safely and openly with his family for several years until he was old 

enough to go and live in Pharoah's palace. How strange that one of the babies Pharoah had wanted 

to kill should end up being treated like Pharoah's grandson all because of his clever Mum and sister! 

Later this special baby grew up to do a very special job - he saved the people of Israel from Pharoah 

by following God's commands and leading them out of the country to freedom. His sister Miriam left 

Egypt with him and the rest of their people. 
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Prayer 

Dear God, 

We thank you for all the wonderful things that our mothers do for us and how they take care of us 

especially when things are difficult. Bless our mothers and all those who care for children, especially 

those who are facing very difficult times like Moses' mother. (You may like to include a mention of 

any particular trouble spots in the world.) Amen 

Other famous mother stories include - Hannah in I Samuel 1 & 2, Elizabeth mother of John the 

Baptist, and Mary mother of Jesus. You could a 

  

5th Sunday in Lent 

Perfumes 

BIBLE READING 

John chapter 12 verses 1-8  - Mary washes Jesus’ feet – this story is a lead into the events of Holy 

Week and Easter. 

PREPARATION 

You need to have the effect of perfume filling the assembly hall – set up an aromatherapy burner or 

incense sticks before the children arrive.  OHT / OHP. 

INTRODUCTION 

What kind of presents do people give to show others that they love them?  Collect some ideas of the 

gifts children have given parents and carers at Christmas and birthdays and list some on the 

OHP.  Did perfume products figure on the list?  Draw attention to the perfume filling the hall (they 

should have noticed that already!) 

See if they can remember a very famous story about Jesus when he was given gifts of perfume – if 

this causes problems ask the three kings from your last nativity play! 

(For info: traditionally myrrh is seen as a gift symbolising Jesus’ death – it was one of the strong 

perfumes used to cover the smell of a decaying corpse.) 

THE MESSAGE 

At the beginning of Jesus’ life he was given a gift of two special perfumes – frankincense and 

myrrh.  The Church is now remembering the last few days of Jesus’ life, and once again Jesus was 

given a special gift of perfume. 

Jesus was at the home of his friends Mary, Martha and Lazarus.  They knew that he was soon going 

to be arrested and killed, and Mary wanted to do something special for him.  In those days when 

people had walked a long way on dusty roads and they arrived at a friend’s house a servant would 

wash their feet for them, to make them feel more comfortable.   Mary decided not just to wash 

Jesus’ feet but to cover them in perfume – she poured a whole bottle of perfume over them, and 

then she used her long hair like a towel to dry Jesus’ feet! 
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Think back quite a long way, to the visit of the three wise men to Jesus. What were their presents? 

Can anyone remember the significance of these? Remember myrrh particularly and its significance - 

it was used to anoint bodies for burial. Even at the time of Jesus birth, his mother began to be aware 

that there was something special about Jesus - but something that would put him in great danger. 

The story we are about to hear reminds us of this again, as we get nearer to Passiontide, when we 

remember how Jesus was crucified. 

Jesus knew, of course, that when people died and were buried their bodies were covered with 

perfume, so it was like Mary was getting him ready for his death. 

So this is a sad story and a kind story.  Over the next two weeks we shall be remembering the rest of 

the story. 

Let’s think about this perfume now – test how many people in the hall can smell it and estimate how 

far away the furthest is from the source.  Can you think of other things which are “smelly” – both 

pleasant smells and unpleasant ones? (This could be amusing!)  You can identify items which smell 

from a distance, and already you have an idea about whether you are going to like them or not, and 

whether you want to get closer to them, they are sending you a “message”.  It’s something like that 

with people too – you see how they behave; you hear them talk, and you know whether you want to 

be friends with them and get closer to them  - they are sending you “messages”.  The perfume which 

was poured over Jesus was a strong reminder of his coming death when his friends would want to 

look after his dead body by pouring perfume on it. But what about us?  Take time to reflect : “If I was 

a smell what kind of a smell would I be?” "What is important about me at the moment?", “What 

messages do I send out by my words and behaviour? 

  

 

 

 

PRAYER 

This is the post-communion prayer for this week, but it fits the theme extremely well. It may be good 

to ask a child to read it slowly and thoughtfully. If possible, ensure s/he has it the day before in order 

to practise. 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

You have taught us 

that what we do for the least of our brothers and sisters 

we do also for you: 

give us the will to be the servant of others 

as you were the servant of all, 

and gave up your life and died for us, 

but are alive and reign, now and for ever. Amen 

This week .tell some of the stories of Jesus on his way to Jerusalem for the last time, to lead into the 

events of Holy Week next week e.g. the story of Zacchaues and the parables found in Luke 18-19. 
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